


The Medici: Part I—“Birth of a Dynasty”
1) What sort of treasures were Cosimo de Medici and his friends looking for?

2) Why were these treasures dangerous?

3) What business was the Medici family in, and what great gamble did Giovanni de Medici take?
4) How was Florentine society organized politically and socially?

5) What was Florence’s “enduring failure?”

6) Who was Brunelleschi and what did he do?

7) How did Brunelleschi solve the “problem of the dome?”

8) What warning did Giovanni give his son as he prepared to die?

9) Why did Cosimo send his family and large sums of money out of the city?

10) What happened to Cosimo?

11) What effect did this have and what did Cosimo do?

12) What powerful friends saved Cosimo and the Medici family?

13) What did the Medici bank do for the papacy?

14) What did Cosimo do with his vast wealth?

15) What did Brunelleschi do to revolutionize western art?

16) Why was Donatello’s statue of David so radical?

17) What did the completion of Brunelleschi’s dome prove?

18) What was the “Council of Florence?”


The Medici: Part II—“The Magnificent Medici”

1) What was happening in Florence in August of 1466?

2) Who did the Medici turn to outside of Florence as a result of the growing animosity of other Florentine families?

3) What did Lorenzo offer the people and how did this define Florentine government?
4) What was Lorenzo’s attitude towards pleasure, art, and culture?
5) Why was Sandro Botticelli described as new and radical?

6) Who were the Pazzi?

7) Who were their allies and why?

8) What happened on Easter day of 1478?

9) How did Lorenzo foil the pope’s plan to eliminate the Medici?

10) Who was the artist discovered by Lorenzo who would “tear the world apart to see how it worked?”

10) How did Botticelli up the ante?

11)  Who was Savonarola? 

12) What was the “Bonfire of the Vanities?” 
12) What did Lorenzo do in 1488?


The Medici Part: III—“The Medici Popes”

1) What did Michelangelo’s David come to symbolize?

2) What did Pope Julius II do for Giovanni and Giulio de Medici?

3) What happened to Leonardo and Michelangelo?

4) Who did the Florentines call upon for advice as armies arrived in Tuscany?

5) Who was Pope Leo X?

6) How did the Florentines feel about Leo X?

7) Why was painting frescos so difficult?

8) What did the Medici order Michelangelo to do rather than destroy him?
9) What did Machiavelli try to do to win favor with the Medici and what happened to him?

10) What almost happened to the pope in 1516?

11) How did the Medici respond?  

12) Who objected to the sale of “indulgences” feeling that they symbolized all that was decadent and corrupt in the Roman Catholic Church?

13) What did the person named above do and why did news of his “95 Theses” travel so fast?

14) Was this person trying to reform or destroy the Catholic Church?

15. Who was Clement VII and what problem did he have to deal with?

16) What happened during the “Sack of Rome?”

17) What did the people of Florence threaten if Clement VII didn’t agree to a truce?  (special note on this individual)

18) Who was Catherine sent off to marry?
19) What did Michelangelo portray above the alter of the Sistine Chapel? 

20) What did it express and why?


The Medici: Part IV—“Power vs. Truth”

1) Who did the allies of the Medici turn to as the city of Florence declined and why?

2) Who was Giorgio Vasari and what did he bring Cosimo I?

3) How did the Catholic church feel about Michelangelo’s “Last Judgment” and what did they do about it?

4) What did Cosimo I’s Spanish bride bring him?

5) What did Vasari do for Cosimo?

6) What was the “Uffizi” and what purpose did it serve?

7) What famous book did Vasari write?

7) What did the Catholic church create to fight against the “new” ideas of secular humanism and challenges to their authority?

5) What did the pope do in 1569 in exchange for some degree of Medici cooperation?

6) What were Galileo’s connections to the Medici?

7) What did Galileo’s astronomical observations demonstrate?

8) Why was the idea that the earth revolved around the sun instead of vice versa so radical and threatening to the church?

9. Finish the sentence:  “What had started in Florence could not be stopped; the renaissance gave birth to__________________________” 
