

Questions for: "I Caesar" (Disk I)
Note: For the first episode you might think about taking extra notes given that it is on Julius Caesar, the topic of the book you are reading.





Julius Caesar




("I am not King but Caesar")

"To know nothing of what happened before you were born is to remain forever a child" Cicero

1) Describe Julius Caesar's childhood.
2) What was causing instability in Rome in the 1st century BCE?

3) What was happening to Caesar's family politically as he was coming of age?

4) What happened while Caesar was 16 years old?


"I would sooner be the first man in a barbarian village than a second in Rome." Gaius Julius Caesar

5) What happened after Caesar returned from Asia Minor winning commendations for victories?

"He was particular of his personal appearance, clean-shaven, sensitive of his premature balding, and though subject to epilepsy his physical endurance was phenomenal."  Plutarch

"Well built with dark lively eyes, he not only had his hair carefully trimmed but also had his body hair removed with tweezers"

Suetonius
6) Why did Caesar sail east to Rhodes?

7) How did historian Keith Hopkins describe the Republic?

Each year two senators were elected to rule jointly as "consul."  Consul was Rome's highest office and was open only to senators over 42 years old.

8) What happened after Caesar secured an administrative post in one of 

9) What did Caesar do when his first wife died?
10) What he does when powerful senatorial factions did not accept him? 
"He showed himself perfectly ready to serve and flatter everybody, even ordinary persons.  He did not mind temporarily groveling."  

Cassius Dio

11) What position did he secure and what he do with it?

12) What was his Caesar's gamble and what risk did he run?
Note how these historians argue Caesar was securing a power base.

"He was lavish in his spending and was thought to be purchasing a short-lived fame at great expense.  Plutarch
"Caesar was reported to have paid such immense prices for 'well-built' slaves he was ashamed and forbade the payments to be entered into the account books."  Suetonius
"Ordinary citizens liked him because of the friendly way in which he mixed with people.  Then there were his dinner parties and entertainments and a certain splendor about his whole way of life.  All this made him politically more and more important."  Plutarch

"All agree that he greatly loved pleasure, spent much money to gratify his passions, and seduced very many ladies of quality."  Suetonius
13) What did Caesar do at age 36?

14) What did Caesar do to further his ambition to become consul?
15) Why did Crassus and Pompey ally with Caesar?

16. What did Caesar do once put into power as consul in 59 BC?

17.  What shocked the Senate and aristocracy?

"The monstrosity of Caesar's is concealed in his gay and friendly manner.  No one knows what to do.  If we resist, there will probably be bloodshed."  Cicero

"Politics was a competitive, beastly, affair in which your chances of being bankrupted or being killed were greatly increased merely by being in politics.  Caesar was competitive, was more confident and competitive for most people of his age and he won.  But he won by trampling on his political opponents."  Prof. Keith Hopkins, University of Cambridge

"Caesar carried the Roman empire beyond the limits of the inhabited world."  Plutarch

"The Roman aristocracy was engaged in competition with each other as to how many wars they could fight, how many people's they could conquer.  Julius Caesar conquered more people's than any other general before him."  Prof. Keith Hopkins

18) What did Caesar's enemies in the Senate do when his consulship was up and he prepared to take a position governing a major province?

19) What happened when Caesar intercepted the Helvetii who were migrating towards Roman lands?  What did Caesar need?

"There were 70 triumphs in less than 200 years.  Rome was committed to expansion.  The direction of expansion, the extent of its expansion was completely unplanned.  It was the successive decisions of successive generals.  The Romans were more viscous than any other fighters in the Mediterranean world.  When someone rebelled, a town rebelled, the Romans set out to kill every living human and animal within the rebellious town.  They turned millions into captives into slaves and brought them away from their home territory and brought them to work in Italy.  The Roman empire was a cruel and exploitative system."  Prof. Keith Hopkins
"He judged his men by their fighting record not by their morals or social position.  Sometimes if the victory had been complete enough he relieved the troops of all military duty and let them carry on as wildly as they pleased.  One of his boasts was, 'My soldiers fight just as well when they are stinking of perfume.'" Suetonius

20) What did he do in 55 BCE and then in 54 BCE?  How did Caesar lead his armies?  What did Caesars conquest of Gaul enable him to do?
21) What did Caesar need and why was the Senate fearful?  What did they convince Pompey to do?  What did the Senate demand and how did Caesar respond?
22) What was the choice Caesar had to confront?  What did he do?

23) What did the country towns do as Caesar approached and what did Caesar's opposition do?

24) What happened at Pharsalus in Greece?  What happened in Alexandria?
25) What did Caesar do with Cleopatra, the new queen of Egypt?  

After the conquest of Pontus on the Black Sea Caesar said simply, 
"Veni, Vidi, Vici"--"I came, I saw, I conquered."
26) What happened in 46 BC?

27) What did the Senate do out of respect and fear?

The civil war had severely disrupted life in Rome and throughout Italy.  Government had collapsed.  Retired veterans had been called away from their farms.  State funds had been spent on armies and weapons.  Rome was fortunate enough that no neighboring state had been strong enough to take advantage of its temporary weakness.  

28) How did Caesar respond to instability in Rome?

"Caesar was accustomed to write or dictate and read at the same time, simultaneously dictating to his secretaries as many as six letters."

29) Why did many senators begin to become alarmed with Caesar's behavior?  How did the people feel about him?

"Things must have gone to his head in some way, and then he claims or is given supreme power in a way Romans, Roman aristocrats, thought was completely unacceptable.  Mind you we have to be careful because the people who gave him the power must have thought that he deserved it and that they could live with it.  So it wasn't as if all Rome was against Caesar, only the leading aristocrats could somehow not bear, then, the thought of there being a single perpetual ruler and having a dictator, which is what Caesar became, precluded other aristocrats the honors which they thought were their birthright."  Prof. Keith Hopkins

30) What did the faction of 50-60 senators decide to do in response to the end of the Republic and Caesar's grip on power?
