
    Greece: Crucible of Civilization
1) What happened in 508 BCE?
2) Describe Athens, Cleisthenes and the world he grew up in?

Note: Greece not likely place to give birth of a civilization.  Too many mountains etc.; great civilizations Egypt, Mesopotamia, Persians ...rivers and fertile plains.

3) What impact did geography have on Greece's particular political development?

4) What were the most powerful city-states when Cleisthenes was young?

5) Describe Sparta and Spartan life?

6) What inspired Cleisthenes as a boy?

7) Who was Peisistratos and what did he do?
 Note: The importance of olives!  Used for cooking, food, lighting, lubricants.  Great demand for olive products and Greece in middle of giant market with sea as highway of trade.

8) What was Athens' first great artistic legacy?

Note: 527 BCE Peisistratos' benevolent rule ended and his son Hippias took over.  May have ruled jointly with brother Hipparchus who was murdered in 514 by Harmodius and Aristogeiton.
9) What happened when Hipparchus was murdered?

10) What did Cleisthenes decide to do?

11) How was Greek society changing?

12) What was founded in 776 BCE?

13) Who was Isagoras and what did he do?
14) What event rocked Athens in 508 BCE?
15) Who did they turn to for guidance?  What challenges did he face?

16) What did the Athenian assembly do and how was this a radical departure from the past?

17) What happened in 490 BCE?

18) Describe the Athenian army and their situation.
19) Who was Themistocles and why was the war just beginning for him?

20) Who was Xerxes and what did he do?

21) What is "Delphi" and what was it used for?  What did it say about the Persians?
22. What did Themistocles do?  What was his strategy?
23. What did victory over Persians give Athens?  What was the "Delian League?"

24. What result did all of this have on Athens economically?

25. How did the Athenians protect their democratic government?

26. What happened to Themistocles?

27. Who was Pericles and what did he do?

28. What did Pericles also want for Athens?

29. Who was Aspasia?
30. What did the Athenians do twice a year at great festivals?

31. What do Greek plays tell us about the Greeks?

Note: Athens was the heart of a cultural revolution that would spread around the Mediterranean.  

32. What happened in 431 BCE?  How did the Athenians feel about war?
33. What strategy did Pericles propose?

34. Describe Socrates?  What revolution did he lead?
35. What did the Greeks do with astronomical calculations from Babylon that had reached Ionia?  What did it give birth to?
35. What did Socrates use reason and logic to study and how did he spend his days?

36. What threat did the Athenian fleet bring with them and what did it do?
37. What happened when Pericles died? 

Note: Conflict dragged on for a decade.  Neither side able to defeat the other.  

38. What happened in 416 BCE?  What news arrived in 413 BCE?
39. What happened when Athens enemies saw her weakness?
40. What did the Athenians do to Socrates and why? How did he respond?
