

Questions for: "I Caesar: Constantine"
"In his earliest youth the signs of imperial greatness were obvious in him"  Eutropius
1) What was happening to the Roman Empire during the 3rd century?

2) What did Constantine's father do while he was still in his teens?

3) What was Diocletian like and what did he do?

Constantine's father was a shrewd political opportunist.  He left his wife and married Maximius' daughter.  Maximius made him his junior partner in ruling the West.

Rome was no longer the seat of imperial power.  It sat too far from the frontiers and was superseded by a number of more strategic cities where the four men were based.  Diocletian at Nicomedia, Galerius at Antioch, Maximius at Milan, and Constantine’s father Flavius Constantius at Trier near the River Rhine.
4) How did Constantine distinguish himself and how did Diocletian view him?

5) Who was "the new enemy?"

Christianity had been growing steadily since its foundations three centuries earlier.  The church was well organized by a large network of bishops and priests.  For some Romans Christianity's promise of a glorious afterlife and the expiation of sin had great appeal.  But many regarded the intolerant zeal of the Christians and their belief in one god deeply offensive.
"The problem for the Christians was that they denied the existence of all other divinities.  Diocletian, convinced that his gods had helped him stabilize the empire, had to ensure that as many of the inhabitants of the empire as possible worshipped his gods.   It's a contract--we worship you; you help us.  Christians break that contract.

Professor Michael Whitby, University of Warwick

6) What happened on the 24th of February, AD 303?

"Constantine, as someone who witnessed martyrdoms, will have seen the ferocity of Christian commitment to their faith and may very well have been impressed by it and wondered, 'Why are these people behaving like this, behaving in a very un-Roman like fashion, but also behaving in a very courageous fashion."  Michael Whitby
7) What happened when Diocletian stepped down as emperor and Galerius became emperor of the East?
8) What did Constantine do vis-a-vis the Christians?
"Constantine, who was successfully ruling in Gaul overthrew the Franks and Allemanni with great slaughter and captured their kings, whom on exhibiting a magnificent show of games were exposed to wild beasts."
Eutropius

****9) What happened in early 312?
"He saw a pillar of light in the form of the cross on which was inscribed, 'In this, conquer.'  The appearance of the sign struck him with amazement.  The emperor's mind was struck by this divine and miraculous apparition."  Socrates Scholasticus
In the East the emperor Galerius had died.  He was succeeded by Lucinius with whom Constantine immediately forged a pact.  He gave him his sister Constantia in marriage.  The empire was now divided in two.  Constantine began to promote his popularity with the Roman people.  He inaugurated several extravagant building projects--completing a vast basilica, restoring the circus maximus, and building the largest and last triumphal arch in Rome.
9) What did Constantine do next?
10) What did Constantine do in Byzantium?

In AD 325 Constantine summoned over 300 bishops to a council at the city of Nicaea.  The emperor forced them to agree for the first time to a standard doctrine.  The Nicene Creed has remained in use throughout the Christian world ever since.
11) What did Constantine do to his son Crispus and his wife?

"The vast majority of his subjects are not Christians and he cannot force them to become Christians. He can encourage them to do so by showing them the benefits in terms of positions and rewards, but he cannot force them.  So he pursues a balancing act.  Pagans are not persecuted but pagan temples lose properties.  Christians are rewarded and Christian communities are given urban privileges.  Individual Christians are given positions in the imperial hierarchy, but it remains a balancing act."
Michael Whitby

"Constantine was superb at deploying Christianity.  It gave him a political ideology, which helped him unify the empire.  On the back 

of the Church, the back of ecclesiastical institutions, Constantine developed an ideology which put him next to God which made him the fend of Christ.  Christianity was Constantine's great discovery which was his way of presenting his power to the Roman Empire."
Dr. Chris Kelly, University of Cambridge

12) What was happening along the Rhine and Danube Rivers?

13) What did Constantine offer the barbarians?

14) What did he ask his bishops to do?

"Constantine's adoption of Christianity is fundamental in thinking about the history of the Roman empire.  Without that adoption the history of the next millennium would have looked very different.  This move to unity to one god, one empire, marks a crucial breakpoint in the empire.  Without Constantine's decision Christianity would have remained a small minority of occasionally persecuted sect, and not have become the religious foundation of Europe."  Chris Kelly
