

Questions for: "I Caesar: Justinian"
"The city that once conquered the entire world has been conquered."  
St. Jerome

1) Describe the Roman Empire at the time of Justinian's birth.
2) Where did Justinian come from and how did he get to Constantinople?

3) What happened in 518 AD when the emperor Anastasias died?

"Justin was uncouth and boorish.  His nephew used to manage all the affairs of state."  Procopius 
It was not long before his uncle adopted him and made him his heir.  Born Petrus his name was changed to Justinian.

4) What had become the most popular form of public entertainment once gladiatorial combat had been banned?

5) Who did Justinian meet and fall in love with?

In 527 Justin died.  Justinian and Theodora were escorted to the hippodrome as emperor and empress.
"Court ceremonial in this period is already highly complex.  It takes a skilled courtier to work out what is correct royal etiquette.  Justinian and Theodora are both sticklers for court ceremony.  That is partly because they are concerned for their safety, but it's partly also because both of them were from insignificant social  backgrounds and they needed to use the rhythm and the structure of court ceremonial to emphasize their position and to keep a barrier up between themselves and the Roman aristocracy and potential assassins." 
Dr. Chris Kelly

Senators, once Rome's ruling officials were forced to prostrate themselves in front of Justinian and his wife.  
6) What major project did Justinian work on and implement?

In the two centuries since the baptism of Constantine Rome had been transformed from a pagan to a Christian empire, and Justinian was eager to enforce strict moral codes upon his people.

7) What happened when Justinian attempted to clamp down on the lawless activities of the circus factions?

"May I never be separated from the purple.  If now it is your wish to save yourself, emperor, there is no problem for we have much money, and there is the sea, and here are the boats.  However, having saved yourself consider whether the day will not come when you would gladly exchange that security for death.  As for myself, I approve of a certain ancient saying that royalty is a good burial shroud."  Theodora

8) Once Justinian had squashed the riots and his war against the Persians did not go well what did he do?
"What is always important to remember about the Goths is that they are not beer swilling barbarians.  These are men who in some ways are more Roman than the Romans.  They are very careful to wear togas, to use old republican offices.  Italy had remained a very Roman place, in some senses more Roman than the Greek eastern Constantinople."

Dr. Chris Kelly

9) What happened in AD 537?
10) What did Justinian do to mark the occasion?

11) What unseen enemy struck at the heart of the empire in 543?

"Pestilence swept through most of the Roman Empire wiping out most of the farming communities and leaving a trail of desolation.  At Constantinople they dug pits all around the city and laid the dead there.  But later on, those who dug the pits were no longer able to keep up with the numbers of dead mounted the towers of the fortifications and filled practically almost all the towers with corpses.  As a result of this an evil stench pervaded the city, especially when the wind blew fresh from that quarter." Procopius
12) What happened when Justinian sent out tax collectors to extract taxes from the population?  

Justinian was now in his sixties.  He had ruled for twenty years.  The empire he believed he had so recently restored was cracking apart.  He was facing a further threat on the neglected border.  Immense armies of Slavs and Bulgars were pouring into the empire devastating towns and villages.  They reached the walls of Constantinople and were only repelled at great cost.
Meanwhile, in Italy Justinian's armies rolled back and forth inconclusively.  Rome itself changed hands five times and suffered irrevocable damage.  As the years past Justinian continued shoring up his frontiers building and shoring up fortresses from North Africa to Syria, but the enemies also lay within.  In Constantinople Justinian was assailed by his long-standing aristocratic opponents.  To them he remained a peasant upstart who had made a whore his empress.  To the general population he was a tyrant draining them with taxation.  A further moral clampdown reinforced a mood of bitterness and discontent.  
"Justinian gave orders that all places of entertainment should be close down.  Both in private and in public there was grief and dejection.  All laughter had gone out of life."  Procopius

13) What happened in 548?  How did he react?

"Justinian, I think, could be fairly be considered the last of the Romans because on Justinian's death the hope of re-establishing the empire dies with him.  The hope of re-establishing a political state around the Mediterranean basin, around what the Romans simply called 'mare nostrum'--our sea, that hope fails.  Dr. Chris Kelly
"Justinian was at the center of power in Constantinople for round about half a century.  That is a very long time.  And during this half-century he has to face a range of challenges that ultimately bring about the transformation of the classical Roman Empire into the post-Roman world--the Byzantine Empire in the East, the various successor kingdoms in the West."  ?
Only three years after Justinian's death the Lombards, another Germanic people, poured into the exhausted Italian peninsula.  It was lost to Roman control forever.

"I think with the caesars we see an attempt to maintain a unified empire around the Mediterranean both politically and culturally, and think with the last of the caesars, Justinian, that ambition is forever lost.  Islamic invasions will make North Africa politically separate and culturally foreign.  With the last of the caesars we move from an idea of classical unity to a medieval diversity.  We move from a world in which Roman emperors would have felt familiar to a world of new kings and new conquerors, from a world dominated by caesars to a world dominated by Mohammed and Charlemagne." ?
The Persians remained a menace on the frontiers until they succumbed to a new force, the Arabs with their new religion--Islam.  Within a century they had also conquered North Africa.  Yet a reduced eastern empire was to survive for many centuries.  It was not until 1453, 800 years after the death of Justinian, that Constantinople finally fell to the Ottoman Turks.

"In my view the main legacies of the late Roman empire fall in the field of religion and law.  The late Roman Empire saw the creation of Christianity as we know it essentially.  Most of the doctrines, practices, and structures of medieval and then modern Catholicism and Orthodox Christianity are created during the late Roman period." ?
Justinian was the last to rule over a united Roman Empire.  It was an empire that survived a thousand years and its legacy resonates still.  So to does the legacy of its caesars.  History has seen many imitators who have styled them for good and ill, tsars, Kaisers, emperors.  But for boldness, determination, ruthlessness, brutality, and imagination few have matched those called "caesar."

