
      Q’s for “The Civil War: The Cause”
“We have shared the incommunicable experience of war.  We have felt, we still feel, the passion of life to its top.  In our youths, our hearts were touched with fire.”

Oliver Wendall Holmes

1) Where was the Civil War fought (#places, state parameters), how many Americans fought in it, and how many Americans died?

2) What did Lincoln say the war was about at Gettysburg?

“Whence shall we expect the approach of danger? Shall some transatlantic giant step the earth and crush us at a blow? Never.  All the armies of Europe and Asia could not by force take a drink from the Ohio River, or make a track on the Blue Ridge in the trial of a thousand years.  If destruction be our lot we must ourselves be its author and finisher.  As a nation of free men we shall live forever, or die by suicide.  

Abraham Lincoln (1837)

3) Where did most of the nation’s 31 million people live?

“In thinking of America, I sometimes find myself admiring her bright blue sky, her mighty fields, her beautiful rivers, her mighty lakes, and star crowned mountains.  But my rapture is checked when I remember that all is cursed with the infernal curse of slave holding.  When I remember with the waters of her noblest rivers the tears of my brethren are born to the ocean, disregarded and forgotten, that her most fertile fields drink daily of the blood of my outraged sisters, I am filled with unutterable loathing.”  F. Douglas

Frederick Douglass

“No day ever dawns for the slave.  Nor is it looked for.  For the slave it is all night, all night forever.”   Free black man

“I’d rather be dead than be a nigger on one of these plantations.”

White Mississippian

4) “A slave entered the world…[fill in the description of slave life/stats here]

“You know what I’d rather do, if I thought I’d ever be a slave again?  I’d take a gun and just end it all right away.  Cause your nothing but a dog.  Your not a thing but a dog.”

[Recording of former slave]

5) Finish this sentence: “Still blacks struggled to…”

6) What did Eli Whitney’s “cotton gin” do? Compare the time it took to produce cotton before and after the cotton gin.

7) How many Americans were slaves

8) Who said “That which is not just is not law” and what was his newspaper named?  What did he call for?

“I am in earnest. I will not equivocate. I will not excuse. I will not retreat a single inch and I will be heard”

Wm. Lloyd Garrison [believed slavery was a sin and those who maintained it, criminals]

9) Who was called “Moses?” 

10) What were southerners more and more worried about?

11) To what did John Brown consecrate his life?

12) What was the South afraid of?  What was the North afraid of?  

13) What happened in Kansas?

14) What did Chief Justice Roger B. Tanney say in his ruling in the Dred Scott case?

“As a nation we began by declaring that all men are created equal.  We now practically read it, ‘all men are created equal except negroes.’   Soon it will read all men are created equal except negroes, and foreigners, and Catholics.  When it comes to this I should prefer emigrating to some country where they make no pretense of loving liberty.  Where despotism can be taken pure, and without the base alloy of hypocrisy.”

Abraham Lincoln

15) What did Senator Preston Brooks do?

“A house divided cannot stand.  I believe this government cannot endure permanently half slave and half free.  I do not expect the union to be dissolved.  I do not expect the house to fall.  But I do expect it to cease to be divided.  It will become all one thing or all the other.”

Abraham Lincoln

16) What happened October 16th, 1859?

17) What did Herman Melville call John Brown?

“I John Brown, am certain that the crimes of this guilty land shall never be purged away but with blood.”

John Brown

18) What did Lincoln and the new Republican Party’s platform state?

Halt slavery where it stood.

“On that point hold firm as with a chain of steel.  Those who deny freedom to others deserve it not for themselves and under a just god cannot retain it.”

Lincoln

19) What did South Carolina do when Lincoln was elected?

Called for a convention to consider seceding from the union.

“South Carolina is too small for a republic and too large for an insane asylum” Southern politician

“The bird of our country is a debilitated chicken disguised in eagle feathers.  We have never been a nation.  We are only an aggregate of communities ready to fall apart at the first serious shock.” George Templeton Strong

“Let me tell you what is coming.  After the sacrifice of millions of treasure and hundreds of thousands of lives you may win southern independence.  But I doubt it.  The North is determined to preserve this union.  The are not a fiery impulsive people as you are for the live in colder climates, but when they begin to move in a given direction they move in a steady momentum and perseverance of a mighty avalanche.”

Sam Houston

“All the indications are that this treasonable inflammation—‘secessionitis’—keeps on making steady progress week-by-week.  If disunion becomes an established fact we have one consolation.  The self-amputated members were diseased beyond immediate cure and their virus will infect our system no longer.”

George Templeton Strong

“The tea has been thrown overboard.  The Revolution of 1860 has been initiated.”  The Charleston Mercury.

20) What happened on February 18th, 1861?

Jefferson Davis sworn in as President of the Confederate States of America in Montgomery, Alabama.

“Our new government is founded upon the great truth that the negro is not equal to the white man.”

Vice president Alexander Stevens

“God forgive us, that ours is a monstrous system.  Like the Patriarchs of old, our men live all in one house with their wives and their concubines, and the mulattoes one sees in every family exactly resemble the white children.  All the time they think themselves patterns, models of husbands and fathers.”

Mary Chestnut.

“The impression produced by the size of his extremities and by the flapping and wide projecting ears may be removed by the appearance of kindliness, sagacity.  The nose itself, a prominent organ, stand out from the face with an inquiring anxious air as though it were sniffing for some good thing in the wind.  The eyes dark, full, and deeply set are penetrating but full of an expression which almost amounts to tenderness.”

William Russell, London Times

“In your hands my dissatisfied countrymen, not in mine, is the momentous issue of civil war. The government will not assail you.  You can have no conflict without you yourselves being the aggressors.  We are not enemies but friends.  We must not be enemies.  Though passion may have strained it must not break our bonds of affection.  The mystic cords of memory stretching from every battlefield and patriot grave to every living heart and heath stone all over this broad land will yet swell the chorus of the union when again touched, as surely as the will be, by the better angels of our nature.”

Lincoln

21) What happened at 4:30 am at Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor?

“All the past we leave behind with Sumter.” Walt Whitman

“Woe to those who began this war if the were not in bitter earnest.” Mary Chestnut

22) What was the population in the North and in the South?

23) What did the narrator say about the value of manufactured goods in the South?

All combined would be ¼ of NY’s production

24) Who was Robert E. Lee, how did he view secession, and what was he offered and how did he resond?

25) What was Lincoln’s policy towards slaves seeking freedom across northern lines?  How did this policy change?

Return them; declared war on secession, not slavery; General Benjamin Butler argued returning slaves helped Confederacy and South no longer “in the country” so didn’t have to abide by Fugitive Slave Act.

26) What was the North’s strategy at “Manassas” and what happened?

Cut off the railroad and march on Richmond.  Southern spy gave plan; troops moved up; Bull Run Creek 25 miles from DC; Washingtonians rode out w/picnic baskets to watch; brigade led by Gen. Stonewall Jackson waited; “rebel yell;” Confederate reinforcements; North routed

“Little did I conceive of the greatness of the defeat, the magnitude of the disaster which it entailed upon the United States.  So short lived has been the American union that men who saw it rise may live to see it fall.”

Willaim Russell, London Times

27) What did General McClellan do? What did he not do?

Reformed the army, trained it, but did nothing.

