

`People’s Century: “The Killing Fields”

1. What happened in 1914?

2. How was war received in the capitals of Europe?

3. What did people everywhere believe?

4. What were implemented quickly?

5. What did Britain and France rely upon for help?

6. Who would be brought into the war after three years?

7. What did the new guns have in common?

8. Did the soldiers receive adequate training?

9. What happened after the first months of war?

10.  It was a battle of manpower and what else?

11.  How bad were Russian casualties?

12.  What was used for the first time to “stiffen the will to win?”

The Battle of the Somme: The British and the French planned to break through the German lines, fired off over a million and a half artillery rounds, and thought they would destroy the German barbed lines.  A British general said, “It’s all a question of killing enough Boches [Germans].

13. What happened when the soldiers charged the German lines?

14. How did modern science add further to the agony?

15. What did most soldiers die from?

16. What were the hospitals like?

Note: Being sent to the hospitals were considered a death sentence by most soldiers.  The wounded often died of infections etc.

17. What did chaplains do?

18. What did the Germans do at Verdun?

“You have a mission of sacrifice.  On the day the Germans choose, they will massacre you to the last man, and it is your duty to fall.”

19.  What did Verdun “mark?”

20.  After ten months how many casualties were there and how much territory had been gained?

21. What did the French soldier in the interview say they did to avoid getting stuck in the mud?

22. What happened to the wounded men in the mud at Passchendaele? 
23.  What happened on the Eastern Front after over two million casualties, and news of unrest and revolution in St. Petersberg?

24. What did the Germans do when more and more Americans arrived?

“The bright promises of 1914 had never been fulfilled.  Though the Germans were humiliated, no one side gained the glory or victory they’d been led to expect.  But nine million died, in a war which was mechanized, industrialized, inescapable.  The world could never return to the certainties of 1914.  Four empires were overthrown as the war ended.  But the psychological scars were just as great; in the postwar world few could believe that war like this could have any justification.  More suspicious of politicians and generals, the survivors were determined not to be led the way again.”
