

        Questions for: "I Caesar"



 "Within These Walls"

1) Where was Hadrian born and who was his cousin?  Where did they go?
"He was tall and elegant in appearance.  His hair was curled on a comb and he wore a full beard to cover up the blemishes on his face."  The Augustan Histories

2) What did Hadrian do when he was 18 years old?

In September AD 96 a messenger reached the legionary camp to announce that the Emperor Domitian had been assassinated.  He had been stabbed to death in a plot organized by his wife and a faction of Rome's ruling council, the Senate.  An elderly senator, Nerva, had taken his place.  The legions had taken the news badly.  Domitian had been popular with the army. He had visited them, campaigned with them, and increased their pay.  Nerva knew he needed the support of the military.  He looked to ally with the powerful commander along the River Rhine.  The commander's name was Trajan.  Hadrian's cousin from Italica became co-emperor of Rome.
"He was treated by Trajan as his own son."  The Augustan Histories

3) What happened when Nerva died?

"The aristocracy were powerless to prevent Trajan's appointment. Before he had even left the Rhine they, too, were at his headquarters seeking his favor.  Hadrian was also an outsider, but he was now drawn by his family ties into the inner circle of imperial power.  He concentrated his attention on Trajan's wife, Plotina who liked this handsome young officer."  (Narrator) 

4) What did Plotina do for Hadrian?
"He read a speech of the emperor's to the Senate and provoked a laugh by his provincial accent.  Hadrian immediately gave attention until he attained the utmost proficiency and fluency."  The Augustan Histories
5) When Trajan campaigned in Dacia he asked Hadrian to come with him.  What did this do to Hadrian?

6) What happened in AD 108?

7) Who did Trajan then attack and where did Roman soldiers bathe for the first time?

8) How did Hadrian share in his success?  Of what was he given the governorship?

9) What happened on the 9th of August, AD 117?

"He claimed that there was nothing about war or peace he did not know" Cassius Dio

As emperor Hadrian assumed enormous responsibility for all the lands around the Mediterranean.

"Hadrian, still in Antioch, wrote to the Senate in Rome asking it to confirm him as emperor.  He promised to respect senatorial priviledges and never put a senator to death.  The Senate relented knowing that the powerful eastern legions had already chosen Hadrian.  Soon afterwards Hadrian stunned Rome by taking a momentous and far reaching decision: the empire should expand no further."  (Narrator) 
No profit occupying areas of no profit.  Hadrian wanted to consolidate and Romanize and surround with barriers!!!!

Pulled back from Parthia and left rule to client kings who would act as buffer.  On Danube he burned only bridge across river even though Roman settlers were on other side.  Many senators appalled.  Saw conquest as way to wealth and glory and felt they had stronger claims to the throne than a Spaniard who had been elected by soldiers thousands of miles away from Rome.  A coup was planned.  Attianus, chief of Praetorian guard foiled the plot putting four leading senators to death.  
10) What did Hadrian do after he moved into the palace overlooking the circus maximus?

"It would not be far from the truth to call their drills bloodless battles, and their battles bloody drills."  Josephus

11) Who held the key to Hadrian's rule?  How important was the old aristocracy?  Where did power lie? 

12) What did Hadrian fear?

"He kept the soldiers in training just as if war were imminent.  He inspired them by his own powers of endurance, actually led a soldier's life, and cheerfully ate out of doors such fair as camp bacon, cheese, and vinegre.  And, that the troops might submit more willingly to his harsh orders he bestoed gifts on many and honors on a few.  He wore the commonest clothing, would have no gold on his swordbelt or jewels on his clasp.  He visited the sick soldiers, banished luxuries, improved the soldiers arms and equipment, and strove to have an accurate knowledge of the military stores."  The Augustan Histories
13) What did Hadrian do in AD  122?  How did Hadrian deal with the northern tribes?
14) How did Hadrian view "citizenship?"  

"The governor of Britain would encourage individuals and communities to erect temples, marketplaces, houses.  He began to train the sons of chieftans in liberal education.  As a result the nation that used to reject the Latin language began to aspire to rhetoric.  Further, the wearing of our dress became a distinction and the toga came into fashion.  And little by little the Britons were seduced by the lounge, the bath, the well-made dinner table."  Tacitus
15) How did Hadrian feel about Greece and Greek culture?
16) What great building did Hadrian commission?  What did he spend his evenings doing after working intensively?

17) Aside from making sure his legions remained loyal, what did Hadrian do while touring the empire?  What happened on the Nile?
18) What happened in Judea?

19) Where did Hadrian finally settle after spending 13 of his last 17 years touring the empire?
20) What did Hadrian do as he grew ill in terms of an heir?

