
Questions for “Columbus and the Age of Discovery”

1. Describe Columbus’ background and his reasoning in terms of sailing off to the west.

2. Why was China not particularly interested in exploration?

3. What were the Moluccas?

4. Who controlled the Indian Ocean and trade in the Middle East?

5. What was the mark-up on spices by the time they reached Europe?

6. What was the growing threat in the East?
7. Why was it a triple threat?

8. When did Constantinople fall and how far did the ******** penetrate into Europe?

9. How did Columbus convince Ferdinand and Isabella to fund his expedition?  

From episode #2—Guaranteed the Spanish crown a near monopoly on goods from the East plus countless new converts to Christianity.
10. How did Columbus “miscalculate” in terms of the time it would take to get to the East?
He calculated the distance between meridians or lines of longitude as being close to half of what they actually are.
