
    The Creation of a Racially Segregated South

EQ: What is “race?”

EQ: What is ethnicity?

EQ: Why do these concepts exist?

EQ: How has the concept of race shaped American history?

EQ: How did the South feel about race before the Civil War?

EQ: How did the South feel about race after the Civil War?

EQ: How did the South “reconstruct” itself after the Civil War?
I. Reconstruction (see textbook)

     A. What were its successes?

          1. 13th Amendment: Abolition of slavery

          2. 14th Amendment: Citizenship guaranteed

          3. 15th Amendment: Every citizen has right

             to vote regardless of “race, color or previous state

             of servitude.”

     B. What were its failures?

         1. Deal made over election of president Hayes

              a.Southern Democrats support if North ends Recon.

              b.To piece together war-torn nation, North agrees

         2. North looks the other way as South creates a system

            of white supremacy and racial segregation

II. Background—Post-war South

     A. Devastated physically and psychologically

         1. Economy wrecked

        *2. Psych.—“Old South,” all that they had valued (culture)

             was gone

         3. Deep resentment…hatred

     B. As African-Americans began to exercise their political rights, 

       white southerners became increasingly hostile.

          1. They began to “reconceptualize” the South

          2. Note: many would never let go of what they

            called the “lost cause”…mythologized antebellum South

III. Land and labor

     A. Most former slaves began their new lives with virtually nothing

         1. Sherman had issued “Special Field Order No.15” (Jan 1865)

            setting aside the Sea Islands and land along the S. Carolina

            coast for freed slave families

              a.By June 40,000 settled on 400, 000 acres of “Sherman Land”

              b.Each family given 40 acres and the loan of a mule

         2. Soon Af-Ams expected Federal govt to help out with “40 acres

            and a mule.”

              a.Freedmen’s Bureau distributed land of former slaveowners

                and leading Confederates

              b.After president Johnson issued pardons land was taken back

    *B. System of “sharecropping” evolved (not exclusively black system)

          1. Large landowners had no one to work land

               a.Former slaves wanted to run their own farms but had no 

                 capital or land

          2. Head of family signed contract to rent land as home and farm

              a.As payment he would give share of his crop (1/4 to 2/3)

              b.If landowner provided mules, seed, tools and fertilizer

                then ½ to2/3 crop.

              c.Often had to buy goods and sell produce in owners store

                (i.e. landowner set prices)

              d.Gradually many sharecroppers (black and white) went into 

                 debt

IV. Reversing Reconstruction

     A. Step One: Disenfranchisement

          1. 1875 “First Mississippi Plan”

              a.Rifle clubs drilled in public

              b.Political terrorism—prevented Af-Ams from voting

              c.Lost gains they had made

              d.1877 Southern Democrats agreed w/Republican presidential 

                victory if troops left South—Reconstruction over

          2. Whites began process turning South into one-party system

              a.Southern Democrats were a white supremacist party

          3. 1890 “Second Mississippi Plan”

              a.Laws to disenfranchise

              b.Poll tax—Af-Ams couldn’t afford

              c.Literacy test—Grandfather clause for whites who could 

                 not read

              d.”White primary”—state regulates primaries: whites only 

                  in Dem party

              e.White landowners sometimes paid the poll tax and “voted” 

                 their people

     B. Step Two: Segregation

          1. 1896 U.S. Supreme Court ruled on segregation

              a.Background: 1870’s-1890’s voter intimidation; segregated 

                 schools, churches etc. (enforced with terror)

              b.1883 Sup Crt decided protection citizen’s rights (14th Am) did 

                not apply to private companies

              c.1896 “Plessy v. Ferguson” case over legality segregated 

                railway cars in Louisiana

       ***d.Court decision: “separate but equal” did not violate 14th Am

             e.Southern states heard “separate is ok”—and applied it to most

               public places (restaurants, parks, telephone booths, drinking 

               fountains, prisons, schools, hotels, etc.)

     C. Step Three: Terror

          1. Ku Klux Klan and various groups of “night riders” burned 

             Af-Am churches and homes

               a.Symbol was burning cross

               b.Black men accused of crimes and then vigilantes beat, 

                 tortured and murdered them

          2. Lynchings used to terrify African-Americans 

               a.Set “examples” with torture and mutilation

               b.Extremely popular to watch…took home souvenirs

          3. Between 1885 and 1900 2,500 (almost one every two days);

             1900 to 1915 1,100.

               a.Would continue sporadically…to this day

 Jim Crow was not merely about the separation of blacks and whites.  Nor was segregation strictly about laws, despite historians tendency to fix on such legal landmarks…In order to maintain dominance, whites needed to more than the statutes and signs that specified “Whites” and “Blacks” only; they had to assert and reiterate black inferiority with every word and gesture in aspect of both public and private life…a white supremacist society must keep separate schools, separate churches, separate graveyards, and separate public accommodations.
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V. African-American responses:

     A. Assimilation

          1. W.E.B. DuBois/NAACP  urged fighting legally to integrate 

            into society

              a.Realized black people had “two souls”

     B. Accomodation

          1.Booker T. Washington/Tuskeegee Institute

             a.Argued Af-Ams had to acquire skills and education to

               uplift themselves before could be integrated into white society

             b.Secretly channeled money to legal battles

     C. Separation

          1. Black communities in heartland (farming)

          2. Liberia—go back to Africa

