



Slavery Quotations

“No day ever dawns for the slave.  Nor is it looked for.  For the slave it is all night, all night forever.”   Free black man

“I’d rather be dead than be a nigger on one of these plantations.”

White Mississippian

“There was never any moment in our history when slavery was not a sleeping serpent. It lay coiled up under the table during the deliberations of the Constitutional Convention.  Owing to the cotton gin it was more than half awake.  Thereafter, it was on everyone’s mind though not always on his tongue.”    John Jay Chapman

“Maintaining slavery is like holding a wolf by the ears.  You don’t like it, but you dare not let it go.”  Thomas Jefferson.

“I appear this evening as a thief and robber.  I stole this head, these limbs, this body, from my master and ran off with them.”  Frederick Douglas

“In thinking of America, I sometimes find myself admiring her bright blue sky, her mighty fields, her beautiful rivers, her mighty lakes, and star crowned mountains.  But my rapture is checked when I remember that all is cursed with the infernal curse of slave holding.  When I remember with the waters of her noblest rivers the tears of my brethren are born to the ocean, disregarded and forgotten, that her most fertile fields drink daily of the blood of my outraged sisters, I am filled with unutterable loathing.”  F. Douglas

“God forgive us, that ours is a monstrous system.  Like the Patriarchs of old, our men live all in one house with their wives and their concubines, and the mulattoes one sees in every family exactly resemble the white children.  All the time they think themselves patterns, models of husbands and fathers.”

Mary Chestnut.

“The abolitionists would raise the negros to a social and political equality with the whites and that being effected, we would soon see the present condition of the races reversed.  They and their northern allies would be the masters, and we the slaves.”  John C. Calhoun

“On the north bank of the Ohio everything is activity, industry.  Labor is honored, there are no slaves.  Pass to the south bank and the scene changes so suddenly that you think yourself on the other side of the world.  The enterprising spirit is gone.”  Alexis de Tocquville.

