Early American History and the Founding of the Republic

EQ: Does America have a national identity and if so, how and when was it formed?

EQ: Have America’s policies and actions always remained consistent with our ideals?

EQ: Have we succeeded or failed in creating a society based upon the ideals of the Revolution?

EQ: How has our national identity guided us through our history?

EQ: Does it still guide us today in within our country and in terms of foreign affairs?

I.Feudalism

A.Politics and economics—structures

II.England’s evolution

A.Religion


B.Politics


C.Economics

III.Colonies—evolution

A.British, but diverse

B.The “wilderness”


1.Characteristics


2.Land and opportunity?

II.The Enlightenment

A.Principles:



1. “Man” is born free



2.Man has “inalienable” rights



3. “Liberty,” “The People,” “Equality,” “Brotherhood”



4.Republican govt. (Govt of the people, by the people…)
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Jacques Louis David (Neoclacissism) 
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Eugene Delacroix (Romanticism)




5.Duties (civic responsibility) as well as rights



6.Right and even duty to overthrow unjust govts.



7.Man is essentially good but easily corrupted by 



   corrupt institutions (especially monarchy and the church)

III.The American Revolution


A.Creating a nation



1.Combining ideas and experience



2.Culture??



3.The Declaration of Independence and the US Constitution




a. “Novus Ordo Seclorum”
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B.Contradictions???



1.Native Ams



2.African Ams



3.Latino Ams



4.Asian Ams



5.Women

