
Summary of  England’s Transition to Constitutional Monarchy

Note: This bullet form lecture is intended to function alongside the documentary episodes from “A History of  Britain.”

EQ: What impact did the Protestant Reformation have on the trajectory of English history?

EQ: What impact did the concept of the “divine right of monarchs” have on the trajectory of  English history?

EQ: How did English traditions of government and law differ from those of absolutist states on the continent?

EQ: Why was England poised to experience phenomenal economic and political growth after the ascension of William and Mary?

Henry VIII 1509-1547 (Split from Catholic Church—Protestant)

*See notes from “Burning Convictions”


Catherine of Aragon

Anne Boleyn

Jane Seymour

Anne of Cleves

Catherine Howard

Catherine Parr
Edward 1547-1553  (Protestant son Henry VIII)

Sickly—possibly congenital syphilis, died at 15, trouble with will that repudiated Henry’s repudiation of changing line succession

*England evolved into Protestant nation (Anglicanism) 

Lady Jane Gray


No power, dethroned and eventually executed

Mary I 1553-1558 (Catholic, daughter and half sister to Eliz)


“Bloody Mary” persecuted Protestants (burned 300), tried to re-    

           Catholicize Engl.

Elizabeth 1558-1603 (Protestant, daughter)  


Ruled with Parliament


Act of Supremacy—English ruler head church


Must go to church on Sunday


Did not persecute “nonconformists”


Mary Queen of Scots (Catholic) plotted to overthrow Eliz., 


executed after repeated attempts.


*Pope, France, Spain want to overthrow her. Philip II Spain (Mary’s


Ex) wants Elizabeth to marry.  Then planned invasion.

“I know I have the body of a weak and feeble woman, but I have the heart and stomach of a king, and the king of England, too, and think foul scorn that Spain or any Prince of Europe should dare invade the borders of my realm, to rather than dishonor I myself will take up arms.”

James I 1603-1625 (Protestant son of Catholic Mary Queen of Scots—Stewart line) 


Educated by Presbyterians, at times dealt with Puritans, 

King James Bible, suspected of Catholic sympathies when arranging

marriage of son to Catholic (Spain demands convert. No.; then

 
son married Catholic French woman)


*Believed in “Divine Right of kings”


*Trouble with Parliament


*Some argue sowed seeds for Civil War

Charles I 1625-1649 (Protestant son of James I, married Catholic)


Religious conflict, Catholic wife


Changes in Church of England that many thought brought the 


church too close to Catholicism (High Anglicanism), “Court Star 


Chamber” tortured to confess not following new religious changes


*Strong believer in “divine right of kings”; tried to rule without 


  Parliament; opposed by Parliament; Puritans and other Protestant


  Groups;  English Civil War


Executed 1649

Oliver Cromwell 1649-1658 (Puritan military dictator)


Tolerant of some of the other Protestant groups


England nominally a “republic” (rare in Europe) but really


a military dictatorship


*Dismissed Parliament 1653 


*Refused crown 1657; became “Lord Protector”

Charles II 1660--1685 (Protestant son Charles I, accused Catholic sympathies, converted to Catholicism on deathbed)


Liked to live well, illegitimate children but no heir


Ruled with Parl. but then caused increased tension


Religious tolerance of Catholics


Secret negotiations with France—neutrality for money

James II 1685-1689(Catholic brother Charles II, last Catholic king)


Eased laws against Catholics


Appointed Catholics to high offices


Locked up Anglican bishops in Tower


Produced male heir

Threatened with Catholic dynasty, Parl. entered into 


negotiations with Wm. and Mary

William III of Orange and Mary II  1689-1702 (Mary—Protestant daughter James II, married Dutch Protestant Wm)


“The Glorious Revolution”/James II fled to France


Wm. and Mary agreed to rule with Parliament 


Agreed to an Parl Act called “Bill of Rights” stating sucession


and some of rights of Englishmen

Significance:

England now had firmly established a “Constitutional Monarchy,” and England’s official church was the Church of England (Anglican) with the monarch as head of the church. 

*Also, now that these matters were settled England could progress economically and politically.

