


Guide for “The West:” Episode Two
You should take notes on the following subjects for both the multiple choice portion of the final, and for a potential essay question.

#1 Discuss westward expansion and its impact on the creation of the United States.  How can this period of rapid geographic expansion be viewed as a great national epic, a betrayal of the ideals of the Revolution, a horrible tragedy, and a missed opportunity at the same time?

*Note: Novus Ordo Seclorum

*Remember to combine my lecture notes with the documentary, “The West: Empire on the Trails.”  Feel free to bring in a page of quotations and statistics.  There are excellent opportunities to quote primary sources in the documentary.

*Mountain men/fur trade

****Overland Trails-difficulty/Segers (how difficult was their trek?)

****Tejas/Tejanos/Stephen Austin/Sam Houston/Jaun Seguin/The Alamo/Battle San Jacinto/Lone Star Republic/Annexation/Treatment of Tejanos 

***Missionaries/Whitmans/Interaction between Whitmans and Native Ams.

*Mormans/Joseph Smith/Navoo/Brigham Young/Great Salt Lake

****Californios/Mariano Guadalupe Vallejo/Bear Flag Republic/Sutter’s Mill

***President Polk/Oregon/Mexican-American War/Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo/Treatment of Latino population in Southwest/West

Quotations From “The West”

“The American realizes that progress is God.  The destiny of the American people is to subdue the continent, to rush over this vast field to the Pacific Ocean, to change darkness into light and confirm the destiny of the human race.  Divine task, immortal mission, the pioneer army perpetually strikes to the front; empire plants itself upon the trails.     

William Gilden

“[It is] our ‘manifest destiny’ to overspread the continent allotted by Providence for the yearly development of our multiplying millions.”

John L. Sullivan
