



The 1960s and 1970s

I.As a result of the migrations of Af Ams during WWI and WWII, the number of Af Ams in American cities outside the South grew phenomenally.

 
A.Sought work and escape from oppressive South



1.Northern and western cities also very racist


B.High unemployment in Watts (34% for black males), overcrowded


 schools, poverty



1.Patrolled by police known for racism and brutality



2.1965 riots set off by a drunk driving arrest




a.28 Af Ams dead; 6 others




b.Stopped by national guard



3.Other cities as well




a.Detroit: 1967—5 days/34 dead, 7,000 arrested



4.Recent findings Cgo—torture


C.Johnson appointed a special commission to investigate causes riots



1. “Pervasive discrimination and segregation in employment, 



    education, and housing have resulted in the continuing exclusion



    of great numbers of Negroes from the benefits of economic 



    progress.”


C.Riots sign many Af Ams rejecting nonviolence



1.Began to shout down MLK

II.New leaders emerged—more militant and radical


A.Called for “Black Power”



1.Stokely Carmichael—“I’m not going to beg the white man



  for anything I deserve. I’m going to take it.”




a.Argued that they should use same methods as whites


B.Black Muslims founded by Elijah Muhammad in the 30s



1.Preached black superiority



2.Malcolm X joined in prison



 
a.Had educated himself (bright)




b.Released 1952

c.Argued “Our enemy is the white man!”




d.1964 changed policy—cooperate with others




e.Changing views Islam




f.Broke with Elijah Muhammad; assassinated by Black M’s


C.Black Panthers in Oakland, CA (1966)



1.Community action such as school lunch programs



2.Called for self-defense


D.MLK shifted to supporting black underclass, criticizing the capitalistic


system that left millions in poverty.



1.King called for mass demonstrations 



2.At Memphis supporting strike sanitation workers when 



  assassinated  (April 4th 1968) by James Earl Ray???



3.Spontaneous riots in 168 cities including DC




a. “Burn baby burn!” and “Black Power”



4.California governor Ronald Reagan said that urban problems



  were caused by “riff-raff,”  “mad dogs” and “lawbrakers”

III. “The Dam Breaks”—Increasing call for social justice and individual rights


A.Learned from civil rights movement



1. Some had been involved directly



2.Young college students were among most militant



in calling for change



*3.Activist youth culture would shape the decade




a.Baby boomers in college




b.1965 more than 40% hs grads attending




c.Peace Corps and VISTA, SNCC, NOW


B.Feeling that change was really going to happen and that they were


going to make it happen



1.Questioned college’s objectives




a.Paul Goodman’s Growing up Absurd



--schools destroy natural creativity and




encourage conformity




b.Did not want to become corporate automatons 




c. “Free Speech” movement at UC Berkeley

Note: The Graduate


C. “Students for Democratic Society”—wanted issues of poverty and


racial equality addressed



1. “Port Huron Statement”

“The search for truly democratic alternatives to the present, and a commitment to alternatives to the present, and a commitment to social experimentation with them, is a worthy and fulfilling human enterprise, one which moves us and, we hope, others today.”



2.Leaders Tom Hayden and Al Haber argued that America



 should reallocate its resources according to social need and strive 



 to build “an environment for people to live in with dignity and 



 creativeness.”

IV.Women’s Liberation


A.1963 presidential commission found:   (Kennedy)



1.Women constituted a social and economic underclass



2.Avg 40% less pay



3.More likely to be laid off




a.Rarely reached top positions 




b.Divorce, credit, and property laws favored men



4.Friedan’s Feminine Mystique (1963) sparked movement




a.Reviewed responsibilities housewife and concluded




  not enough for fulfillment



5.Congress passed Equal Pay Act 1963; Title VII of the 1964 



  Civil Rights Act added sex as category discrimination



6.Govt didn’t really back up acts—women organized the



National Organization for Women (NOW) in 1966




a.Betty Friedan as pres




b.Wanted to add the ERA to the Constitution




c.Wanted easier access to birth control



7.Radical feminists wanted to redefine gender roles




a.Agents of oppression men




b. “consciousness-raising groups”

IV.La Causa—Mexican American workers


A.Precursors: attempts to varying degrees success in 1920s and 1930s



1.League of Latin Am Citizens and the Am GI Forum



turned to govt and courts




a.Still largely ignored


B.Kennedy energized



1.PASO (Political Assoc. of Spanish-Speaking Orgs)




a.Helped to increase Hispanic political representation




b.Kennedy actually didn’t do much



2.Johnson appointed some Latinos to govt positions and making 



  sure Great Society programs reached them


C.In Crystal City, Texas, Mexican-Am majority toppled white political


machine (1963)



1.Accused of being communist



2.Young M-Ams calling themselves “Chicanos”


D.Most wanted jobs, educational opportunities, higher wages



1.Some more radical—called for resistance




a.Brown Berets—police brutality


*E.Cesar Chavez created the UFWA (United Farm Workers Assoc) 1962



1.Strike against grape growers—asked public boycott (1965)




a.Among lowest paid workers 




b.Strikes met with brutality




c.Some states like CA passed legisl to recognize




unions and improve wages (somewhat)

V.Gay Rights Movement


D.With more liberal climate of 1960s riot broke out at the 


  Stonewall Inn (NYC)



1.Police harassing…bar patrons joined by others 




a.Attacked police with bottles, rocks etc.



2.Movement began




a.Goal to eliminate negative self-image imposed by society




b.Educate society



3.In 1972 the American Psychiatric Assoc ended its classification



of homosexuality as a mental disorder


E.After new election rules, Harvey Milk became the first openly gay 


 elected official in US



1.Shot along with Mayor Moscone in 1978




a.Dan White former supervisor



2.White sentenced to voluntary manslaughter instead of murder




a. “Twinkie Defense”




b. “White Night” riots—burned police cars




c. Police entered Castro and brutalized




d.White parolled in 1984

VI.1961 Indians met at a national convention in Cgo to discuss problems


A. “Declaration of Indian Purpose” called for better education,


   health care, and economic opportunities



1.Horrid conditions on reservations 



2.Native Ams high poverty rate, unemployment, alcoholism,



  severe health problems, suicide rate



3.Kennedy and Johnson took steps to aid




a.J signed the Indian Rights Act declaring Indians should




  have same standard of living as rest Ams


B.1969 a group of SF Indian activists led by Russell Means seized 


Alcatraz.  Held until 1971



1.Two years later the American Indian Movement (founded 1968)



  led an armed movement to occupy Wounded Knee, SD




a.Site of massacre Lakotas




b.Controlled town for 71 days; two killed



2.1974 Congress passed the Indian Self-Determination



and Education Assistance Act giving more resources and



control over funds

VII.In 1971 Maggie Kuhn launched the “Gray Panthers”


A.Forced to retire from Presbyterian Church



1.Became advocate for elderly



2.Fought against treating seniors as children



3.Fought for social security


B.They extended efforts to social and economic justice, global peace,


  integration, and mental health issues



1. “Age and Youth In Action”—with hs and college students



2.Protested against Vietnam War

VIII. The Counterculture


A.Young Ams sought to escape a programmed life of work,


 consumerism, and conformity



1.Sought alternative ways of living




a.Communal living



2.Sought to expand consciousness




a.Author Ken Kesey and the Merry Pranksters




b.Like Beats—road trips (psychedelic buses)




c. “The electric cool aid acid test” (LSD)



3.Harvard psychology prof Timothy Leary




a. “Turn on, tune in, and drop out”


B.Rock and Roll music vital to counter-culture



1.Woodstock, Monterrey Pop Festival



2.The San Francisco Sound


C.In 1967 “Hippies” gathered for the “Summer of Love” in Golden Gate 


  Park



1.Began with the “Human Be-In” January 14th


2.Immortalized by Scott McKenzie’s rendition of “If Your Going to 



  San Francisco”


D. The Sexual Revolution



1. Most America very conservative, prudish even




a. Alfred Kinsey had shocked



2. “The Pill”—1960




a. Revolutionary—could now easily separate sex and 




   reproduction

3. Not widely available in many states




a. Griswald v. Connecticut (1965)




b. Not available to unmarried women until 

Eisenstadt v. Baird 1972



4. Sodomy laws  (both hetero/gay) in most states



until 1970s; gradually only against same sex relations




a. Bowers v. Hardwick (Georgia 1986)




b. Lawrence v. Texas (2005)

See documentary

IX.Explosion—1968


A.Johnson had announced would not run pres; Rbt Kennedy assassinated 


…(June 6th,1968)—“Hey, hey, LBJ…”



1.Also, Tet Offensive, My Li massacre


B.Chicago Democratic Convention—streets erupted after clashes between 


police and protesters



1.Radicals had promised physical confrontation and drugs in water 



2.Police went nuts and brutalized protesters

X.Richard Nixon won election


A.Said he spoke for the “silent majority” of Americans who supported the 


war and traditional values



1.Much of America did not like what was happening and were 



terrified of what the counter culture was doing to the country

See book:


Pentagon Papers


Vietnamization of the war


Détente 


SALT


CIA coup in Chile


Watergate

XI.On May 4th, 1970 the Ohio National Guard fired on student protesters killing four students


A.Some have argued that a Nixon spy had been planted amidst students



1.Nixon had made concerted efforts to destroy and spy on student 



organizations


B.America shocked—The dead were not radicals, they were their children



1.Riots on campuses across nation

