


The Origins of the Cold War

I.Early phasesof WWII allies avoided discussing the shape of the peace


A.FDR/Churchill—Atlantic Charter?


   1.Postwar order based upon capitalism and democracy


B.Stalin ased that the US and Britain agree to the USSR moving


   its border to the west at the expense of Poland


   1.Br/US noncommittal



a.Feared Soviets would sign a separate peace

II.November, 1943, the “Big Three” (Stalin, Churchill, Roosevelt)

    met in Tehran to discuss military strategy


A.FDR sided with Stalin—invade France instead of Balkans


    As Churchill had proposed


   1.More going on than that



a.Meant US/Br troops would meet along a north/south



   line, and that the Soviets would liberate Eastern Europe


***2.Shape of the postwar world emerging

III.Big three met at Yalta in February of 1945


A.Red Army  had occupied Poland, Bulgaria, Romania, Hungary,


   Part of Yugoslavia, and much of Czechoslovakia


   1.Soviet position strong; American position weak



a.“I said I made a deal; I didn’t say it was a good one.”


***2.Could only hope for Stalin’s “good intentions”

Q: Given the goals of communist ideology, what did this imply?


B.The USSR wanted a buffer between Russia and Germany


   1.They had fought two enormously destructive wars with G.


   2.Believed only communist countries could be reliable allies


C.US and Br. asked for a compromise.  Free elections in 


   Eastern Europe, but the election of govt’s friendly to USSR


   1.Agreement broken almost immediately 

Q: How do communists feel about “democracy?”

IV.Potsdam Conference of July, 1945


A.President Harry Truman demanded free elections


   1.Stalin knew that free elections would not produce


     pro-Soviet govts.

   
    2.Ideologically speaking, communists felt that they


       were establishing true democracy



a.Linked up with communists in each country



   and created govts run by Moscow trained 



   officials



b.Many communists in these countries were



   “purged” and felt deeply betrayed 



c.Thousands were “physically liquidated”




West v. East: The Cold War

I.American response to Soviet takeover in Eastern Europe


A.Truman was very firm in his stance on communism


    1.Felt they had lied and would continue to lie


        a.Cut off aid


        b.Said he would refuse to recognize any govt 


           established by force


B.March 1946, former Prime Minister Winston Churchill’s 


    fmous speech at Westminster Univ. in Fulton, MO.


    1.Said that “From Stettin in the Baltic to Trieste in the 


       Adriatic and iron curtain has descended across the 


       cntinent.”


C.The Soviet’s aggressive moves and American propaganda


    soon swept the US


    1.Emotional and moralistic tone



a.It appeared that Stalin was determined to export 



   communism by subversion throughout Europe and


 
   the world.



b.France and Italy already had strong communist parties



c.Germany was under occupation by Am, Br, Fr…and



   the USSR



d.Russia aided the communists in Greece (civil war),



   and gave aid and asserted influence in Iran and Turkey

*****D.Truman responded with the “Truman Doctrine” (1947)


   aimed at “containing” communism


    1.Military aid to Greece and Turkey


E.In 1947 Secretary of State George C. Marshall offered Europe


   Substantial economic aid—The “Marshall Plan”


    1.Europe lay in ruins



a.Close to chaos



b.Ripe for revolution


    2.Am. pumped 12.5 billion into aid programs

a.Goal was to stave off the spread of communism

b.Added benefit: bought American goods


    3.Banked on the Soviets not accepting (called for 


       integration of European economies (read: non-communists)

F.Far reaching results


    1.To get full aid western European contries had to purge


       themselves of communists elements in govt (partly successful)


    2.Soviets responded with the “Molotov” plan



a.Incorporated Eastern Europe into “Soviet system”



b.Non-communist elements in Hungary expelled


**3.In 1948 Soviets arranged a coup d’etat in Czechoslovakia



a.Joined with Czech communists, but then purged


             the Czech Communist Party of non-Moscow directed



   members


G.For Americans the “Sovietization” of Easter Europe was


   Proof of Russian intentions


    1.Truman felt that America was facing what Br and Fr had


      faced in the 1930’s with Hitler


    2.In 1948 the western powers consolidated occupied West


      Germany

F.Soviets responded by cutting off West Berlin


    1.Two million Germans 120 miles inside Soviet occupied Germ.


    2.Am/Br flew supplies in (one plane every three minutes)



a.Also flew in a wing of B-29 bombers (capable of carrying



  atomic weapons


G.In 1949, NATO (North Atlantic Treaty set up


    1.Strong American military presence in Europe

III.China had been in the midst of a civil war—The Nationalists

   and the Communists


A.Had joined together to fight the Japanese


    1.When war ended fighting resumed



a.US hoped that a joint govt would be formed



   and considered funding the Nationalists a waste



   of money (couldn’t win)



b.1949 the Communists under Mao Zedong won



c.US protected the Nationalist who fled to Taiwan


B.“Containment” now had to be applied around the world


     1.Americans were terrified

IV.In 1949 the Soviets detonated their own atomic bomb


A.US experts predicted capacity to launch an attack


   against the US by 1954

*****B.The NSC (National Security Council) issued “Memorandum


#68” stating that all compromise with the Soviets was futile and


provided no security


    1.Called for massive increase in military budget



a.400% increase


    2.Even Truman was worried that this might damage the 


       economy (crowd out the consumer goods sector)



a.Eisenhower would later warn of the increasing 



   connection between the military and the military



   sector of the economy (MIC—Military-Industrial 



   Complex)



b.John Foster Dulles: “The’ll go broke before we do.”

V.June 24, 1950 the North Koreans crossed the 38th parallel (Soviet

   occupied since WWII)


A.Seemed to confirm increased need for containment


    1.Trouble brewing in French Indochina (Vietnam)



a.US soon sending in “advisors” 


B.Arms race began

VI.Fear that the enemy was also “within”


A.Communist conspiracy to undermine America


    1.Over 1 million Ams. had passed through the


      the Communist Party during the 1930s


       a.Some remained communists


    2.Republicans had been accusing FDR and Democrats of


       “creeping socialism” since the 30’s



a.Now looking for communists and “fellow travelers”


    3.Screening and purging of govt agencies



a.Gay/bisexual Ams especially targeted (WWII…)



b.Irony—see McCarthy

Propaganda: “Red Nightmare”

