



    Vaux-le-Vicompte & Versailles



 (French Architecture and Landscape Design)

I. Nicolas Fouquet (1615-1680) rose to prominence as Louis XIV’s Superintendent of Finances


A.Noblesse de robe—at 13yo avocat to the Parlement de Paris, at 20         

bought office of maitre de requetes, serves as intendant several locations,


then with Mazarin in the military, proximity to court enabled him to buy 


position of procurer general of the parlement, remained loyal to Mazarin 


and protected his interests while Mazarin in exile.



1.When Mazarin returned he demanded and received position of 



superintendant of finances




a.Well liked by the moneyed class




b. Maried well and became even richer




c. Used his connections and personal credit to keep 




keep France’s finances stable



2. Soon began to augment his fortune with public monies and deals




a. Immune to investigation as result position in parlement




b. Surpassed Mazarin’s fortune but couldn’t be touched—




Mazarin and others did same thing


B. Built himself a magnificent chateau—brought together architect Louis le 

Vau, painter Charles le Brun, and landscape gardener Andre le Notre



***1.Birth of new French style that integrated the exterior, interior,



       and landscape design




2.Filled with rare manuscripts, finest paintings, jewels,




antiques etc.




3.Surrounded himself with great artists and thinkers—Moliere,




Jean la Fontaine, Corneille, Vatel




4.Lavish parties with sumptuous meals, readings, plays, 




concerts, fireworks




5. Also bought port of Belle-Isle and fortified it, just in case…

C.When Mazarin died Fouquet expected to become first minister, but Louis was suspicious and named himself his own first minister


1.Jean-Baptiste Colbert feeding Louis with inside scoop on corruption


2.August 1661, Fouquet held a “fete” for the king—one of the biggest in 


French history



a.Vatel’s food



b. Moliere’s premier of “Les Facheaux”


**3.Louis urged by Colbert not to do anything at the moment, but three 


weeks later he took him to Nantes and then had musquetiere D’Artagnon


arrest him



a. Had previously been pressured to give up post in parlement



b. Three year trial was heatedly debated (many claimed sham), 



and public supported him



c. Imprisoned for life

D.Legend that it was this upstaging that caused his downfall



1.Voltaire: “On the 17th of August at six in the evening, Fouquet



was king of France; at two in the morning, he was nobody.”



2.Actually Louis had wanted to consolidate more control govt.




a. Mazarin dead, Fouquet knew a lot of secrets (Mazarin




had slept with Louis’ mother), Colbert constantly telling




him Fouquet was threat (wealth, connections, secrets,




fortified Belle-Isle (plot?)).

