      Woodrow Wilson: “Making the World Safe for Democracy”

EQ: Why did the United States enter the “Great War?”

EQ: How did Woodrow Wilson feel about entering the war?

EQ: What do the following terms mean: “A peace without victory; a peace among equals,” “Making the world safe for democracy,” “A community of power, not a balance of power,” “The self-determination of all nations great and small”

EQ: What happened at the Paris Peace Conference and how did the Treaty of Versailles set the world up for another horrible war?

EQ: What was the “League of Nations” and how was it doomed to failure?

EQ: How did WWI challenge the West’s belief in “progress?”
I. Woodrow Wilson

     A. Bio:

          1. Born Virginia 1856 (Civ War/Reconstruction)

          2. Father Presbyterian minister

               a. Lessons morality and responsibility stay

                   with him entire life

          3. PhD in Pol-sci J. Hopkins

          4. Prof and then president Princeton

               a. Educ reforms

          5. 1910 New Jersey Democrats chose candidate governor

               a. Shocked conservatives--reformer

               b. Worker’s comp., regulated railroads and utilities

                    anti-corruption laws

          6. Became popular with “Progressives”

               a. 1912 ran president

               b. Believed active role policymaking

     B. Won election as result of split in Republican party

           1. Theodore Roosevelt very popular (ex-pres)                         

           2. TR not happy with his successor William H. Taft

                a. Created “Bull-Moose” party and split Reps.

           3. TR 27%, Taft 23%, Wilson 42%

     C. Launched econ and social reforms

           1. Federal Reserve Banking Act(stabilize banking/money supply)

           2. Anti-trust legislation (moderate)

           3. Nominated Louis Brandeis Sup Crt (anti-monopoly)

           4. Supported anti-child labor legisl., 8 hr. workday railroads

          *5. Stronger role for president and federal gov
II. WWI

      A.When WWI broke out Wilson announced US would be neutral      

           1. Urged Ams. to be “neutral in fact as well as in name...

                impartial in thought as well as in action”

           2. Most Ams sympathy with Allies

                a. Upper class--shared language and culture (England)

                b. Business class--commercial connections

                c. England had cultivated ties 

                d. France had assisted in Am Revolution

           3. However, 8 million German-Ams., 5 mil Irish-Ams

     B. Wilson’s ideas on foreign policy had been evolving

           1. Had worked with William Jennings Bryan on

            “cooling-off” treaties (ways to settle intnl. disputes

             without force of arms)

           2. 1916 proposed peace, disarmament and a “league of

             of nations” to maintain the  peace

                a. Sent representative to Berlin and London--no support

           3. Yielded to pressure military buildup

           4. After re-election he again asked both sides to state terms

              for peace; he would then arbitrate at intnl peace conference

                *a. Wanted to replace old “balance of power” system with

                  “community of power” 

                  b. To succeed, had to have “peace without victory,” and

                    “peace among equals”

                  c. Also, govt had to be “government by consent of the

                     governed”

     C. Germany resumed unrestricted submarine warfare and

          then Feb 1917, Zimmerman Telegram

          1. Wilson’s objective in going to war was to be able to shape

              the peace

***See speech

          2. Am supplies, armaments and soldiers arrive (gave numerical

            superiority 600 000)

**G. See “Consequences of the War”

          1. Also, center economic/financial power shifting from Europe

              to US (NY)              

   D. December 1918, Wilson sailed for France (first sitting pres. to

     go to Europe)

          1. Brought 200 experts on Eur. history, culture, ethnology

              and geography

          2. Sought to prevent a settlement that would sew seeds future

              war

******See “Fourteen Points”

          3. Fr, Italy and Br...met by huge welcoming crowds

III. Jan 18, 1919 peace conference opened at Versailles

     A. Wilson wanted conference to be guided by principle of

          self-determination nations

          1. “Big Four”--George Clemenceau, David Lloyd George,

               Vittorio Orlando, Woodrow Wilson--made all decisions

          2. German delegation excluded and kept behind barbed wire

          3. Lloyd George and Clemenceau thought Wilson naive, 

             idealistic...planned to control conference

          4. Soon became clear to Wilson that other powers not

              interested in “peace without victory”

                a. Fr wanted large reparations and the disabling of

                   Germany (prevent future attack)

                b. Br wanted large reparations

                c. Italy wanted A-H territory

                d. Br, Fr, Japan wanted to divide up German colonies

          5. In end Wilson compromised to some degree on all points

             to get “League of Nations”--international peace keeping

             body

                 a. Threatened to walk out and sign separate peace

                 b. Felt if could get League, could fix problems treaty

                     in future

          6. Germany given ultimatum--sign or be invaded

                a. Treaty did not destroy Germany (fear Bolshevism)

                    but rather crippled and humiliated

      b. Terms--territory: return Alsace-Loraine, surrender 

                    part West Prussia to Poland (Polish Corridor), Danzig 

                    became free city, plebiscites ordered Schleswig and Upper 

                    Silesia (loss coal), loss colonies; 13 % territory and 10 % 

                    population lost.

               c. Terms--military:  limited to 100 000 officers and men, no

                  aircraft, tanks or production aggressive weapons; 

                  surrender of navy (scuttled), submarines forbidden; 

                  no military schools; **Rhineland occupied 15 yrs and 

                  permanently demilitarized 

  d. Terms--economic: Germany had to accept all responsibility  

                  causing war, had to pay for all damages--5 billion dollars 

                  gold within a few years pending final settlement 1921; also,  
           
       had to make yearly deliveries coal to Fr, Belgium, Italy; 

                  build ships, surrender part merchant marine and fishing

                  fleet and build 200 000 tons shipping for Allies

               e. Also, could not join League of Nations, could not join

                   with Austria politically

          *7. Treaty signed June 28, 1919 in Hall of Mirrors (where

                 German empire had been proclaimed 1871)

                a. Germans had laid down arms believing peace would

                   be according to Wilson’s 14 Points

****See Treaties of Sevres, Neuilly, Trianon and St Germain

****See document: “German Response to Treaty”

IV. In US, opposition and intense struggle over treaty in Senate

     A. Wilson had not taken any Republicans to P. Conference

          1. Divisions: “reservationsists” led by Henry Cabot Lodge

              (would pass only with added clauses,” supporters Wilson,

              and “irreconcilables” (reject League)

          2. Wilson decided to take message to people

               a. Sept 1919--9500 mile train tour 29 cities

               b. Collapsed in Colorado, returned Wash Sept 25

               c. Soon after had stroke, paralyzed left side

               d. Continues fight from bed with help wife

          3. Senate battle over League ended with last vote 49-35

               a. Republican dominated Senate rejected Treaty V.

        *4. Dissillusioned by contrast Wilson’s idealism and Allies’

             opportunism, many Ams did not want US tied to Europe

      **5. Had set in motion concepts self-determination and intnl

              peace keeping body
