

        “The Century: 1953-1960”

1) Who was returning to America in coffins?

2) Once the “conflict” had been resolved, what did President Eisenhower want to focus on?

3) What was happening economically in the United States by 1953?

4) What were men expected to drink at lunch?

5) What was the proper place for a woman and what kind of job opportunities were there form women?

6) What percentage of marriageable men and women were married by 1957?  What was meant when the comment was made, “it was a couple’s society?”

7) What was the “crabgrass frontier” and what percent of the population lived there by the end of the decade?

8) What was Hal’s friend’s problem when he called?

9) What was the “emotional core” of the 1950s?

10) As a result of economic expansion what was happening to the middle class?

11) What did “they” keep their eye upon?

12) What became an integral part of American lives?  In fact, by the mid-1950s they were in what percentage of American homes? How much time did Americans spend in front of them?

13) What was a “daring challenge to the nation’s obscenity laws?” 

14) Aside from sex, what was also worrying traditionalists?  What did Sam Phillips say about this?

15) Who arrived in 1956? What did his haircut and hips do?

16) What other movement was thriving in the coffee houses of Greenwich Village, and what were they ridiculing?

17) What had remained the same in the 1950s?

18) What happened on December 1st, 1955 in Montgomery, Alabama?

19) How did white people respond?  How did the Supreme Court respond?

20) What was tested in Little Rock, Arkansas by Governor Faubus?

21) What did Eisenhower do?

22) What was changing the very fabric of American society?  Jot down some details about this.

23) What began in 1956?  Why were the overpasses built 15’ high?

24) What happened in 1956 in Hungary?

25) Why was the Cold War taking on apocalyptic overtones?  What was the U.S. govt willing to do to further its progress?  

26) What happened to the troops involved?

27) What happened on October 4th, 1957?  How did American’s feel?

28) What did Nixon and Kruschev discuss at the “Kitchen Debate?” 

29) What happened on American campuses, in American libraries, and elsewhere as a result?

