Chapter 1
Origins

Understanding Western History
Describing the West

*What is Western Civilization and Why?

***From Caves to Towns

[Living in the Past]

***Paleolithic Life

****Neolithic Life

***Mesopotamian Civilization

***Environment and Mesopotamian Development

**The Invention of Writing and the First Schools
**Mesopotamian Thought and Religion

***Sumerian Social and Gender Divisions
***The Spread of Mesopotamian Culture


*The Triumph of Babylon

    ***Life Under Hammurabi

**Egypt, the Land of the Pharaohs
   ***The God-King of Egypt

  ***The Life of the Pharaoh’s People


*The Hyksos of Egypt

***The New Kingdom: Revival and Empire

The Hittites and the End of an Era

[Inset: Nefertiti]


**The Rise of the Hittites


**The Fall of Empires…

Chapter 2
Disruption and Diffusion


**The End of Egyptian Power


***The Rise of Phoenicia

The Children of Israel


****The Hebrew State


***The Evolution of Jewish Religion


**The Lives of the Hebrews

[Inset: The Covenant Between Yahweh and the Hebrews]

Assyria, the Military Monarchy

***The Power of Assyria

[Inset: Assyrian Palace Life and Power]


***Assyrian Rule and Culture

  ***The Neo-Babylonian Empire

*******The Empire of the Persian Kings


The Land of the Medes and Persians


***The Rise of the Persian Empire

[Inset: Cyrus the Great]


***Persian Religion


**Persian Art and Culture

Chapter 3
****Hellas: The Land


****The Minoans and Mycenaeans


****Homer, Hesiod, and the Epic

**********The Polis



!!!Origins of the Polis



!!!Governing Structures

****The Archaic Age, 800-500 BCE


***Overseas Expansion


****The Growth of Sparta


****The Evolution of Athens

*******The Classical Period, 500-338 BCE


***The Persian Wars


****The Growth of the Athenian Empire


*****The Peloponnesian War


****Athenian Arts in the Age of Pericles


***Daily Life in Per clean Athens


*****Gender and Sexuality


****Greek Religion


****The Flowering of Philosophy

***The Final Act


***The Struggle for Hegemony


****Phillip II and Macedonian Supremacy

[Triremes and Their Crews; Thucydides on the Great Plague at Athens; Aspasia]

Note: I will be assigning documents that will be posted on our website.

Chapter 4

*****Alexander and the Great Crusade

****Alexander's Legacy


!!!!!!!!!!!From Hellenic to Hellenistic


*****The Political Legacy


*****The Cultural Legacy

***The Spread of Hellenism


**Cities and Kingdoms


**The Lives of Greeks in the East


***Greeks and Easterners

The Economic Scope of the Hellenistic World


*Agriculture and Community


***Commerce

Religion and Hellenistic Intellectual Advances


***Religion in the Hellenistic World


*Hellenism and the Jews


****Philosophy and the People


**Hellenistic Science


**Hellenistic Medicine

[Alexander's Prayer; Farming, **Archimedes]
Chapter 5

The Land and its Early Settlers

***The Geography of Italy

***The Etruscans and the Roman Settlement of Italy

***The Roman Conquest of Italy

The Roman Republic

****The Roman State

****The Struggle of the Orders

Roman Expansion

***Italy Becomes Roman

****The Age of Conquest

***The Punic Wars

**Rome Turns East

Traditional Life and Greek Influences

[**Cato: The Traditional Ideal; ***Scipio: Greek Culture...]

The Late Republic

**Unrest in Italy

***Civil War

[Roman Table Manners; Cleopatra; ***Cicero and the Plot to Kill Caesar]

Chapter 6
Augustus's Settlement

****The Principate and the Restored Republic

*Administration of the Provinces

****Roman Expansion into Northern and Western Europe

***The Flowering of Latin Literature

***Social Changes

****The Legacy of Augustus

Augustus's Successors 

***The Julio-Claudians and the Flavians

***The Age of the Five Good Emperors

Life in the Golden Age

***Life in Imperial Rome

**Provincial Lie

The Coming of Christianity

**Unrest in Judea

****The Life and Teachings of Jesus

****The Spread of Christianity

****The Appeal of Christianity

****Christians and Pagans

The Empire in Disarray

***Civil Wars and Foreign Invasions

***Turmoil in Farm and Village Life

***The Crisis of the Third Century

Chapter 7
Reconstruction Under Diocletian and Constantine

***Political Measures

***Economic Issues

*****The Acceptance of Christianity

The Growth of the Christian Church

**The Church and Its Leaders

**The Development of Christian Monasticism

****Christian Notions of Gender and Sexuality

***St. Augustine

Barbarian Society

***Social and Economic Structures

***Chiefs and Warriors

***Barbarian Law

***Barbarian Religion

Barbarian Migrations and Political Change

***Celtic and Germanic People in Gaul and Britain

***Visigoths and Huns

****Barbarian Kingdoms at the End of the Roman Empire

Christian Missionaries and Conversion

***Missionaries' Actions

**The Process of Conversion

The Byzantine Empire

****Sources of Byzantine Strength

***The Law Code of Justinian

***Byzantine Intellectual Life

****The Orthodox Church

[****Gregory of Tours and the Conversion of Clovis; ***Theodora of Constantinople]

Chapter 8
The Spread of Islam

**The Arabs

*****The Prophet Muhammad

****The Teachings and Expansion of Islam

**Life in Muslim Spain

****Muslim-Christian Relations

***Science and Medicine

Frankish Rulers 

****The Merovingians

*****The Rise of the Carolingians

*****The Warrior-Ruler Charlemagne

****Carolingian Government and Society

****The Imperial Coronation of Charlemagne

Early Medieval Culture

****The Carolingian Renaissance

*Scholarship and Religious Life in Northumbria

Invasions and Migrations

****Vikings in Western Europe

***Slavs and Vikings in Eastern Europe

***Magyars and Muslims

Political and Economic Decentralization

*****Decentralization and the Origins of "Feudalism"

****Manorialism, Serfdom, and the Slave Trade
