


Native Americans & Indian Policy

I.Before the arrival of Europeans 6-10 million Native Ams—hundreds of tribes, 300 languages


A.Different cultures—language, social and economic organization,


   arts, religion, customs and traditions



1.Commonality—for the most part lived in harmony with the land



2.Extensive trade between tribes/regions
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II.European views:


A.Savages, even when high degree of social organization



1.Were not Christian… “civilized”




a.Suited for servitude?



2.Were not “using” the land


B. “Uncorupted children of nature”—European curiosity 16th C



1.Michel de Montaigne: [They have] no sort of traffic, no 



  knowledge of letters, no science of numbers, no name for a 



  magistrate or for political superiority, no custom of servitude,



  no riches or poverty, no contracts, no successions, no partitions,



  no occupations but leisure ones, no care for any but common



  kinship, no clothes, no agriculture, no metal, no use of wine



  or wheat.  The very words that signify lying, treachery, 



  dissimilation, avarice, envy, belittling, pardon—unheard of.




a.Hadn’t been there (Brasil); Columbus similar view




b.Generalizing/stereotyping/exaggerating


C. “Noble Savage”—mystique of America and spirit of Romanticism



1.Paintings, novels etc.
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D.Fundamental difference in values separated Europeans from Native


  Ams.



1.Eur./Ams have tendancy to separate and categorize elements of 



  experience with the belief that this leads to ultimate knowledge.



  Statistical truth becomes the key to knowledge and understanding



  human behavior.  This approach has led to spectacular advances 



  in science and technology but also to an attitude of arrogant 



  superiority that dismisses other approaches as unsophisticated and 



  inadequate.



2.Native Ams have a holistic, or symbiotic, view of existence, 



  seeing it as a great circle, or sacred hoop,representing unity



  and equality, linking all aspects of culture—art, religion, ritual,



  social organization, language, law, and lifestyle.  Life is a 



complex matrix of entities, emotions, revelations, and cooperative



enterprises, and the hallmark of the Native American approach is



to experience rather than to interpret human existence.  Because



everything is interconnected, Native Ams believe a unified 



approach to life is more satisfying than a fragmentary one.


Historian William Lang (1994)

??????????

III.Early relations—sometimes positive/sometimes negative


A.NE—Native Ams helped the Indians learn how to survive; Jamestown


advised not to settle there. Helped to survive.



1.Traded furs, food, cloth, tools


B.As population grew and settlements expanded tension grew



1.Also, cultural diffusion sometimes led to dependence



2.Attitudes of the English hardened—lazy, stupid, dirty,



  treacherous, pagans



3.English demanded compliance with their laws


*****C.Felt land was not being “used”  (terra nullius), therefore



they had no sovereignty over it




a. Available to be “purchased,” or taken


1.As Native Ams decimated by disease could not resist



  expansion—smallpox etc.
Special note: Even though they were dispossessed, defrauded of their lands, displaced, and at times slaughtered, American Indian tribes were not simply passive within the process.

Suggested reading if interested in the subject: Red, White, & Black, Gary Nash.




The Beginnings of Official Policy
IV.In 1763 King George III issued a proclamation declaring tribes were to be treated as individual nations, thereby denying colonies jurisdiction


A.Proclamation Line set western boundary



1.Colonists furious; wanted rich lands of Ohio Valley


B.Congress adopted same policy 1778—federal govt had jurisdiction



1.Reaffirmed 1787 with Northwest Ordinance

V.In 1830 Congress passed (close vote) the Indian Removal Act recommended by President Andrew Jackson


A.Expulsion of Indians from southeastern states and relocation to territory


  west of the Mississippi River.



1.Many die en route to the Indian Territory in Oklahoma 




a.5,000 of 20,000 Choktaw of Miss.




b.2,000 of 17,000 Creek of Alabama; 3,500 more when 




  arrive—famine, disease etc.




c.Seminole waged guerilla war in Everglades killing




  2,000 soldiers but eventually lost.



2.Cherokee in Georgia had petitioned Supreme Court arguing



  that the state of Georgia had no jurisdiction over their lands



  because they were a foreign nation.




a.Chief Justice John Marshall ruled that they were not 




foreign but a “domestic dependent nation,” but as such




the state of Georgia had no jurisdiction




b.Jackson: “John Marshall has rendered his decision, now let 




him enforce it.”


B.Cherokee had adopted white ways—language, clothing, Christianity, 


settled agriculture, slavery (unfortunately), newspapers, constitution,


legislature, courts…



1.Whites wanted their land for gold and cotton production




a.Georgia took lands and redistributed




b. “Trail of Tears”—aprx 4000 die en route

VI.Reservations and Dependence


A.Instead of using complete annihilation the govt used segregation



1.Between 1850 and 1880 most of the reservations established




a.Today more than 300



2.In 1871 Congress attached a rider to an appropriations bill ending



  recognition of tribes as sovereign nations




a.Believed it was best for Indians to become wards




  of the state



3. The BIA (Bureau of Indian Affairs est.1824) responsible




a.Results were devastating




b.Different cultures with different social organization,




  economic strategies, cultures




c.Now dependent on govt for food, supplies, equipment




d.Govt was inadequate and irregular (and corrupt)

VII.In 1887 the Dawes Act passed—General Alotment Act of 1887


A.Sought to restructure culture and life patterns



1.Destroy tribal organization, suppress religion and ceremonies, 



  English only in schools, white clothing and hair styles, teach



  only white culture and history


B.Reservations surveyed, divided, allotted to individual Indians



1. “Surplus” land sold



*2.Broke down communal bonds



3.In reality, deprived Indians of even more land and didn’t



  support them




a.No knowledge modern agriculture, no capital, no credit,




  no equipment



4.Defrauded with long-term leases, wills to give white people land




a.Then mysteriously die

C. In 1898 the Curtis Act eliminated tribal govt and made chiefs 

presidential appointments.



1.By 1914, 138 million acres reduced to 56 million




a.Often only poor quality land

IX.Reaction to being dispossessed and put on reservations


A.Resistence (See Indian Wars of 19th C.)



1.Sitting Bull and Sioux



2.Chief Joseph and Nez Perce


B.Dissolution—Alcohol



1Escape


C.Religious cults—Ghost Dance, peyote cults

X.In 1933 Franklin Roosevelt shifted policy from forced assimilation to pluralism


A.Secretary of Interior Harold Ickes and BIA commissioner John


  Collier sympathized with Indians



1.Indian Reorganization Act of 1934




a.Ended allotment program and encouraged self-govt




b.Extended credit to tribes




c.Preference employment BIA for Indians




d.Permitted reconsolidation lands




*e.Encouraged revival of language, religion, arts, 




    traditions and customs



2.Each tribe given opportunity to vote on new law (most accept)
***However, in the 1950s…
