November,  2010
Dear Parents:

From time to time over the course of this year I’ll show movies in my classes to enhance student understanding of the material we’re working with.  Often the films are direct filmic adaptations of the literary work, but I also use other films at times to bring out central themes and key concepts from the texts we read.  Sometimes, these films are rated R, which is why I’m running this by you.  Know that any film I show in my class has a sound learning principle behind its use and is not gratuitous; if the film is rated R, it is generally for one or two scenes or perhaps some swearing, but the film as a whole will never be inappropriate.  

For instance, I’ll be showing the film version of V for Vendetta in my sophomore class to give students a deeper understanding of the world George Orwell creates in his classic novel, 1984; the world in which V lives is very similar to Orwell's totalitarian dystopia.  This film is rated R because it contains some violence (mostly sword fighting).  
I also show Scotland, PA, which is a terrific take on Shakespeare’s Macbeth, and this is rated R because it contains some swearing.   Dear America: Letters from Vietnam contains scenes of war and thus has an R rating, but it brings out some vital connections for students studying The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien, which we read in Humanities.  Milos Foreman’s Academy Award winning adaptation of One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest  (rated R for some language) allows students to analyze the way narrator point of view can affect their perception of a work.  The film version of The World According to Garp, shown in Contemporary Lit class,  allows students a window on how the ideas of “sad” and “funny” are handled in different mediums, and also brings a classic character to life through Robin Williams’ portrayal of Garp.  
Should you wish your child not to watch any R-rated movies, that’s perfectly okay.  His or her grade will not suffer, and I will provide an equally valuable educational lesson for him or her to complete in the library.  I would prefer that all my students are allowed to view the films I consider important to their learning, but I will always defer to your judgment for your child.  
Please print this and sign below indicating your preference.  Please have your child return this to me asap, preferably on Monday, 11/15.  Thanks very much!  
Jeff Ryan

English Dept.
Redwood High School 
Yes, my child has permission to view R rated movies at Mr. Ryan’s discretion over the remainder of the school year __________
No, I would rather my child NOT view R rated movies__________
Student name (printed):__________________________  
Parent name (printed):__________________________  

Parent Signature: _____________________________________
