Some essay organization tips: 

· Thesis = fact + opinion

· Each body paragraph starts with (or includes) a topic sentence

· Effective transitions between paragraphs - does it flow?

· Does your organization fit your topic, style, purpose, audience, etc.

· Write your thesis in a clear, basic way and later re-write it several ways with more dynamic language and choose the best

· Thesis should have a “So What” factor:  Why should the reader care about your paper?  Is the position you’ve taken “meaty” enough to warrant a full essay to defend your opinion?  Is your thesis too general and vague to allow for a focused essay?  

· A Thesis is a controlling idea:  The thread that holds your quilt together

· Mentally turn thesis into a question  (Ex: Lord of the Flies thesis: Piggy’s specs are the most important tool on the island = Why are Piggy’s specs are the most important tool on the island?)

· Ways to organize paragraphs:

· General to specific

· Chronological

· Specific to general

· Does each paragraph make a strong point?

· It is like a circle – it ends where it starts- the last paragraph will re-iterate the first and tie it all together, answering the So What? Question – why does everything you’ve said matter, or what does it all really mean?  Go beyond the specific text (“go broad”) to show larger implications behind your thinking.  Your conclusion may show how the points you’ve made are applicable in some non-academic (or, non-English anyway) context, or it may involve you stepping back to think about what the author of the text may have had in mind in the particular rendering of character, plot element, literary style, or whatever you’ve chosen to write your essay about.  

