Mr. Ryan






jryan@redwood.org
Room 161

Welcome to World Literature at Redwood High School. Here’s the syllabus:
Come to class ready to think, and to talk about what you’re thinking.  A lot of your thinking will be spurred on by the books we read – keep up with your reading and you’ll have wonderful things to say.  When you write, care about what you write.  Do your best to show your critical thinking in full-flower.  When you speak, be as articulate and engaging as it is in you to be.  When someone else is speaking, be respectful and attentive.  

We’ll read Life of Pi, a selection of shorter World Literature pieces, The Sound of Waves, and a number of other texts.   Come see me during SMaRT Period for help or advice; see me ahead of time if you’re having any difficulties. 

Assignments will have points associated with them and the total of these points will constitute your grade.  If you do all assigned work, you’ll pass.  If you don’t do the work, or don’t turn it in, you may not pass.  If you do all your work and evidence your learning, your grade will reflect that.  Lively participation in class will improve your grade.

High school teaches you a lot of things, and not all of them are based on the content of specific courses.  For instance, we try to teach you about honesty; academic honesty means doing your own work and using your own ideas – using the words or ideas of someone else is called plagiarism and it is the equivalent of stealing out in the world.  You’ll also learn a lot about social interactions, how to talk to others so they understand what you’re trying to say, how to assert yourself, how to be respectful, and how to really listen to what someone else is trying to tell you. 

One of the most important things you learn in high school as you develop and mature as a person is the concept of personal responsibility.  You learn to stop blaming parents, friends, coaches, or cosmic forces for what you do or fail to do.  I will help you learn this: if you cannot complete any assignment by the due date, it is up to you to come to me proactively to explain and work out an arrangement we can both live with.  I realize that things come up in our lives, and I will work with you provided you take responsibility and see me well before the due date.  Otherwise, turn your work in on time to receive full credit.  Late work, with no prior arrangements made, will receive an F (50% of potential points).  Late work is way better than no work though, as failure to turn in an assignment at all will earn you a zero (0% of potential points).  

Use SMaRT Period to make-up missed class work, to get one-on-one help with your writing, or to clarify ideas and concepts you’re struggling with.  

My web page is www.redwood.org/jryan (it can also be found via the RHS homepage).  The Assignments link will point you to documents/hand-outs and serve as backup for what is assigned in class; this is backup only however – you are responsible for whatever happens in class, including following up on all assigned work and maintaining provided materials.  Check with the website, with reliable classmates, and with me if you’re unsure about what’s due.  

Show up each day with all the supplies (paper/notebook, pencil, pen, etc.) you’ve been asked to bring with you since middle school.  

I’m looking forward to spending time with you.  We’re going to learn a lot from each other.   
