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"And he made a molten sea, ten cubits from the one brim to the other: it was round all about, and his height was five cubits: and a line of thirty cubits did compass it round about.
And under the brim of it round about there were knops compassing it, ten in a cubit, compassing the sea round about: the knops were cast in two rows, when it was cast.
It stood upon twelve oxen, three looking toward the north, and three looking toward the west, and three looking toward the south, and three looking toward the east: and the sea was set above upon them, and all their hinder parts were inward.
And it was an hand breadth thick, and the brim thereof was wrought like the brim of a cup, with flowers of lilies: it contained two thousand baths." — I Kings 7:23-26
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The Bible and the Value of 
Does the Bible contain a mathematical error?
I Kings 7:23-26 and II Chronicles 4:2-5 describe a huge brass bowl (sea) built by King Solomon. If the diameter of this bowl was 10 cubits, then the circumference should have been 31.415926 . . . cubits, not just 30 cubits! Any math student will tell you that the circumference of a circle is found by taking the diame​ter times Pi (
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). This apparent mathematical error has caused some to doubt the accuracy of the Bible.
The answer is so simple!
The diameter of 10 cubits is from outer rim to outer rim, the way anyone would measure a circular object. The circumference of 30 cubits, however, was of the inner circle, after subtracting the thickness of the brass (two handbreadths — one for each side) from which the bowl was made. This would be the number needed to calculate the volume of water.
Check for yourself.
Substitute the length of your cubit (elbow to longest fingertip) for the letter C in the following formula, and solve for H (handbreadth).
30C 
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 + 2H = 10C
The width of your handbreadth will be the result. For example, suppose your cubit is 20 inches long. If you had built the brass bowl, the inner diameter would have a circumference of 600 inches (30 x 20 inches) and a diameter of 190.986 inches (600 inches + 3.14159). The difference between the two diameters is 9.014 inches (two of your handbreadths).
Rest assured.
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God makes no mistakes, mathematical or otherwise. The Scriptures do not contain error. By the way, Solomon built this sea in 1000 B.C., long before the Greeks rediscovered Pi (
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). We may not understand some things at first glance, but the problem is with us, not with the Bible. 

10 Cubits
A second way to solve this supposed contradiction has also been proposed. Since the Bible says the sea had a lip like the brim of a cup, the ten cubit measurement may have included the lip while the circumference be around the bowl without the lip.
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