Financial Math Course Syllabus
 2010/2011
Mrs. Gonzales
COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course will cover skills that students need in every day life.  We will cover the following topics:  Gross Income, Net Pay, Checking Accounts, Savings Accounts, Cash Purchases and Earning Potential, Credit (Credit Cards and Loans), Transportation, Housing, Investments and Insurance, and Record Keeping.  
OVERALL INSTRUCTIONAL GOAL
Students will understand terminology relating to personal and business mathematics applications.  Students will apply basic math skills to the solution of both personal and business applications.  Students will also use common mathematics formulas to solve a variety of personal and business mathematics problems.  The methods of instruction will include modeling, technology, and projects in addition to classroom lectures, discussions, cooperative learning, homework, quizzes, and exams.

ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE  
1. Students will understand that gross pay can be calculated in a variety of ways.

2. Students will understand that many deductions, both required and optional, are used in the calculation of net pay.

3. Students will understand how to deposit money into and withdraw money from a checking account as well as the reconciliation process.

4. Students will understand how to deposit and withdraw money from a savings account, how to maintain a passbook and read a savings account statement, and how to calculate simple and compound interest.  Students will establish the advantage of beginning a savings plan early in life.

5. Students will understand how to calculate sales tax, the total purchase price of a receipt when multiple items are purchased, and unit pricing and determine the better buy among similar items.  Students will understand how item prices are reduced through coupons, rebates and sales.  

6. Students will understand how to calculate credit card interest using three different methods (Previous-Balance Method, Unpaid-Balance Method, and Average Daily Balance Method).  Students will understand the importance of maintaining a clean credit history and how it affects their financial success.

7. Students will understand the basics of filing income taxes.  They will understand what a W-4, W-2, 1099, and 1040EZ is.  Students will understand how to fill out a 1040EZ tax return form.

8. Students will understand how to calculate the maturity value of a single-payment loan using ordinary and exact interest.  Students will understand how to calculate down payment, monthly payment, and total amount repaid.
9. Students will understand that buying, operating and maintaining an automobile represents a major financial commitment.  
10. Students will learn how to calculate closing costs of a mortgage loan, real estate taxes, finance and operating costs associated with home ownership.

11. Students will understand the difference between term life and whole life and when each is appropriate.  Students will understand how to read stock, bond and mutual fund tables in a newspaper.  

12. Students will understand how to prepare a monthly budget sheet.

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE

(This is a tentative schedule; the outline may change as the semester progresses.)

Units to Cover

Unit 1 – Gross Income
4 weeks
 Unit 6 – Credit


 5 weeks

Unit 2 – Net Pay

2 weeks            Unit 7 – Transportation

 3 weeks

Unit 3 – Checking Accounts
4 weeks            Unit 8 – Housing


 3 weeks

Unit 4 – Savings Accounts
3 weeks
 iLeap/GEE 21 Testing

 1 week
Unit 5 – Cash Purchases


 Unit 9 – Investments and Insurance
 4 weeks
              & Earning Potential  3 weeks
 Unit 11 – Record Keeping

 1 week

Final Exams (1st Semester)
1 week

 Final Exams (2nd Semester)

 1 week

EVALUATION

Homework
 5%

Semester Final



10%

                 

Quizzes          10%

Projects/Comp. Activities/


Class Work    30%

Alternate Assignments

20%




Tests
           25%
Tests will be based on lecture notes, homework problems, and activities.  Tests will cover announced units.  If a student is absent on a test day, he/she must take the test on the next day.  If a student misses new material then that student may have a few extra days.  If a student does not make up a test in a reasonable amount of time (usually 1 week) considering the amount of days they missed, he/she will lose the privilege of making up the test.  
Quizzes will be given periodically throughout the year.  If the student faithfully attends class, pays attention, and keeps current with homework assignments, the quiz should not prove difficult.  If a student is absent the day before the quiz, he/she is still responsible for taking the quiz with the rest of the class.  Be sure to call classmates when you are absent from class to get notes and assignments.

Projects & Simulations will be announced during the course of the year.  Project guidelines will be given with each assignment.  Make-ups and late credit will be discussed with each project.

There will be various Activities given throughout the year.  Some will be in-class activities and some will be done outside of class.
Class work/Homework go hand-in-hand.  All class work assigned should be finished for homework if not completed in class.  This work will be checked periodically.  You will have a notebook check (which consists of all class work) after each unit.  Separate homework may be given to be turned in separate from class work.

Spirals and Bell Ringers will be given.  Spirals will be given periodically on Mondays and will be due on Fridays.  Bell Ringers will be given daily and checked with each unit check.
Live Oak High School will be using Power School this year for grades and OnCourse for lesson plans.  You will be able to access your students’ grades and homework online.  
MAKE-UP WORK
Students may get any work missed when they return to school.  It is the student’s responsibility to get their make-up.  Ask.  It will be in my grade book.  There will be no make-up work allowed for unexcused absences.  Missed work should be made up promptly.  After 5 days it will be considered a zero.
MATERIALS
1” 3-ring binder

            Calculator (MUST HAVE) – Any Kind

Loose leaf paper


Pen or Pencil (No Red Ink) – Preferably Pen

Bring all materials to class everyday. 
HELP SESSIONS

There will be a homework hut each day that you may utilize during your 60 min. lunch/recess or before school.  I am also available for individual help sessions if needed, scheduled by appointment.  
EXPECTATIONS

Academically I expect all students to perform to their best levels.  I expect students to take an active role in their learning.  Active learning includes nightly studying, class participation, and seeking help when it is needed.  Financial Math can be a challenging course.  So, students who actively learn will do well in the course.  Please recall the academic policies of this school.  Turning in any assignment that comes from the work of another is cheating and will be dealt with promptly.  Assignments will not be accepted late accept for excused absences.

Behaviorally I expect all students to act appropriately at all times.  Students must be respectful of others and their belongings.  Respect can be demonstrated by not talking while others are talking, paying attention during lecture, and treating textbooks and school property with care.  Any materials that do not have a purpose in this course can and will be confiscated.  Once entering class, take out course materials and be ready to begin class when the bell rings.  There will be absolutely NO SLEEPING or putting head on desk in this classroom.  If you feel bad enough, you will be asked to check out.  There will be NO GUM on campus (No Exceptions).  No food or drink is allowed. NO EXCEPTIONS.
Consequences for inappropriate behavior are as follows:
1st Offense:
Warning – Action will be documented and student will complete “My Action Plan.”
2nd Offense:
Punish Work – student will copy once and get signed by Guardian.
3rd Offense:
Contact Parent – Punish Work will be doubled and signed by guardian.
4th Offense:
Referral to office 
*NOTE:  These offences may not be the same offense. 

**SEVERE CLAUSE:  Any student who uses profanity, fights, destroys school property, or 

commits any other such offense as listed in the LOHS handbook will immediately receive a disciplinary referral.  

If any parent or guardian has any questions or concerns, I may be contacted by phone at 665-8858 or can be emailed at Cindy.Gonzales@lpsb.org. 

Financial Math

Syllabus Verification

I have read and understand the content of the syllabus for Financial Math.  I am aware of the consequences of my behavior and the policies regarding late and make-up work.

Key information:

· Homework hut is available during lunch.
· Quizzes will be given periodically.

· Homework will be given and checked periodically.

· Assigned work is due at the beginning of the class on the due date.  When a student is absent, it is his/her responsibility to obtain notes and assignments on day(s) missed.
· Tests, when absent, must be made up promptly.  Just absent day of test – must take test next day.  If absent for new material, then your test date will be extended.  After one week, tests will not be allowed to make up except for extenuating circumstances. 
· Projects and Activities will be announced throughout the course of the year.

· Grading is based on Unit Tests, Quizzes, Projects & Simulations, Activities, 

Class work, Homework, Midterm and Final.
*Seniors may be exempt from each semester exam if they have an A at that time and 

  have not missed more that 5 days for that semester.

· Required materials must be brought to class.

· Review academic and behavior expectations and consequences.  
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