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General Class Rules

· Prepare for class and come ready to learn and participate.
· Please show respect by listening quietly while others are speaking.

· Always raise your hand when you want to speak.

· Stay on task and out of trouble!
(In other words:  Be Ready, Be Polite, Be Safe and Behave)

Use of the bathroom is permitted when a student holds their assignment notebook up for me to initial on the appropriate page.  Excessive bathroom use will lead to the application of “management strategies”…
Please note:

· Chewing of gum is permitted provided it neither distracts from class and is disposed of in a trash receptacle.

· Do not wear or bring distracting items such as hats, sunglasses, or toys to class.  I will take them.  Forever…
Mr. Wahlstrom's Homework Guidelines

All homework should include the following:

· Place a heading at the top left that includes your name, class group, the date, and my name.  You should use the top margin for your heading.  Use 1" margins all around.

· Place the title of the assignment centered on the first line.  Capitalization counts!

· Skip one line between the title and beginning the work.

· Number or label all questions as assigned.
· Questions should be answered in complete sentences except when you are asked to list something.

· Erase or white-out errors - don't cross them out.

· Skip one line between each question.

· If you use more than one sheet of paper, they should be stapled together evenly.

· Red is not acceptable as I correct in red.  Black or blue are best; pencil is always acceptable, other dark colors work as well.  Avoid difficult to read (light) colors.  Use of a computer is strongly encouraged.

Homework Scoring Rubric

Score

Description

4
Homework is in on time and correctly formatted.  Answers are well thought out, carefully explained, and generally correct.  The student's effort is obvious.

3
Homework is in on time and correctly formatted.  Answers may need improvement or have significant errors, but the work shows reasonable effort.


Homework is one day late but otherwise would score as a “4”.

2
Homework is on time but quality & effort need substantial improvement.


Homework is one day late but otherwise would score as a “3”.

1
Homework is one day late and quality and effort need substantial improvement.

Homework is on time but shows minimal effort.

0 Homework is more than one day late or shows no meaningful effort.

Homework that is not neatly formatted as described on this document may be refused or returned un-graded for correction and re-submission.  It will be counted as late and only accepted if it is turned in at the next class meeting.

Ima A. Student

September 9, 2002

Science - 8 Darwin

Mr. Wahlstrom

Homework Sample

1.
(Skip lines between each question.)

2.
(Always answer in complete sentences, except when asked to list.)

3.
(Use a computer, pencil or dark, easy to read, colors.)

4.
(Staple multiple sheets together evenly!)

5.
(Erase or white-out errors – don’t cross them out)
Science & Technology - Mr. Wahlstrom

Grading Policy  2011-12
Grading is based on a point system.  Each assignment is worth a certain number of points, and your average is determined by dividing the total number of points you earned during a term by the total number of possible points.  In general, the following descriptions apply to the types of assignments assessments I use in this class.

Quizzes
A quick check of progress while we are learning new material.  Typically worth between 25 and 35 points, or about ¼ to 1/3 of a test.

Tests
Usually given at the end of a unit to determine the level of mastery we have achieved.  Most tests are worth 100 points.

Labs Wrap Ups
Lab work is graded based on the quality of the work you complete in class and a short follow up assignment  worth from 10 to 35 points.

Lab Reports
Formal lab reports are worth 100 points, equal to a final unit test.  They assigned for some but not all labs.
Projects
Project work is intended to create a variety of ways to learn and show knowledge.  Point values for projects will be announced and will reflect the level of effort needed to complete them.
Quiz, Test, Project
Collectively, quizzes, tests, projects, lab wrap ups and reports are factored to count as 70% of your final term grade.
Participation & Classroom
Class participation counts for 5% of your grade, as described on
Readiness
the Student Class Participation Rubric.  Classroom readiness consists of coming to class prepared with all necessary materials on time each day and counts for 5% of your grade.
Homework
Bringing necessary books, papers, and supplies is a daily assignment, and from time to time written homework assignments will be given.  Homework may be discussed and checked in class or collected and graded using the homework rubric. Homework completion and quality counts for 10% of your term grade.

Reading Comprehension
I assign text material and excerpts from other sources on a regular basis as part of our curriculum.  Independent reading and note taking skills are taught and  practices to improve comprehension over time.  These activities count for 10% of your final grade.
Late work:
Students are expected to complete work on time on a regular basis.  Most homework that is checked and gone over in class on the due date and is not accepted late.  From time to time, an assignment will be collected without prior notification and graded for quality and effort.  If a student does not have an assignment that is collected, they may pass it in at the beginning of the next class with a loss of credit for tardiness.  

Graded projects and reports are accepted late provided they are turned in a reasonable time frame.  I generally grade timeliness as a homework grade which is separate from the objective score for the assignment.  Extreme tardiness will be handled on a case bu case basis.

Extraordinary circumstances will be considered on a case by case basis, as long as a parent note that explains the circumstances is presented on the due date for the assignment.

Timeliness of Work
Work that is late due to an excused absence from school may be made up during a "grace period" equal to the number of days absent plus one without any penalty.  Additional time may be negotiated for extraordinary circumstances.  It is the student's responsibility to contact me to discuss extended due dates in advance.  If the absence was not excused (medical) I will determine the time frame to make up the work based on the circumstances.  Work, tests, and quizzes assigned before an absence is due on its original due date.
The student bears the responsibility for determining what work was missed during an absence and turning it in to me by the end of the grace period.  Assignments are posted on my web page daily.

Clarifications & Errors
From time to time students may disagree with a grade, or an error may occur in the grading of an assignment.  It is my policy to openly discuss any grading decision with a student when they wish to do so.


Students should submit suspected errors to me with the item in question circled and a note asking me to re-check the grading of the item.  If an error has been made, points will be adjusted accordingly.  Students will not have points deducted due to the correction of errors made in their favor.


Questions regarding essay and open response items should be re-submitted with a written argument that specifically discusses their original answer and why they feel it correctly addressed the question.  I will carefully consider their argument and award points as I deem appropriate.


Please note, assessment items that were not completed according to the instructions are not eligible for correction.  Any evidence of alteration of an answer will disqualify the answer from being eligible for correction and may result in disciplinary action.
Plagiarism
Students are routinely asked to research and present information as part of this class.  Students are expected to present their own ideas and understanding in their own words.


Plagiarism is the passing of the words or ideas of another as ones own, and it is not tolerated in this class.  In grade seven, a first offense of unintentional plagiarism may be returned to the student for a full re-write, and the work graded without penalty.  Intentional or repetitive plagiarism will result in a deduction of points up to a loss of full credit and disciplinary action as I deem appropriate.

I understand the difficulty many students face in relating researched information in their own words, and I sincerely encourage every student to ask me for help when they find themselves struggling in this area.

Cheating
Cheating of any kind results in a loss of credit up to and including a zero for the assignment.  Cheating can include the unauthorized use of notes during a quiz or test, copying work from another student, or the submission of another students work, including homework, as your own.  Disciplinary action may also be taken depending upon the circumstances.
Student Class Participation Rubric

Mr. Wahlstrom - Science & Technology - 2007/2008
Class participation and readiness count for 10% of your grade.  At the end of each term, I will grade your participation by using the following rubric to see which description best describes you.

A (100)
A grade of "A" will be earned by students who:
· are always attentive in class.

· consistently volunteer & participate in class discussions.

· are prepared for class every day.

· actively help the class explore the topic of the lesson.

· always stay on task when working independently or in groups.

· are never disruptive.

· always listen to others and treat everyone with respect.
B(80-89)
A grade of "B" will be earned by students who:
· are rarely inattentive or unprepared for class.

· often volunteer & participate, but are capable of more.

· rarely stray off the topic into unrelated areas.

· rarely get off task when working independently or in groups.

C(70-79)
A grade of "C" will be earned by students who:

· are occasionally inattentive or unprepared for class.

· occasionally volunteer & participate in class discussions.

· occasionally stray off the topic into unrelated areas.

· occasionally get off task when working independently or in groups.

· are occasionally disruptive.

· occasionally show disrespect toward others.

D(60-69)
A grade of "D" will be earned by students who:
· are described by any three on list "C” or:

· are repetitively inattentive or unprepared for class.

· tend to divert discussion away from the topic.

· tend to be disruptive.

· tend to be disrespectful towards others.

F(50 or lower)
A grade of "F" will be earned by students who:
· are described by any two on list "D" or:

· show little or no evidence of paying attention.

· are frequently disruptive

· are frequently disrespectful towards others.

· engage in dangerous or potentially harmful behaviors.

Student Class Participation Rubric

Mr. Wahlstrom - Science & Technology - 2007/2008
Definition of Terms

Attentive
A person is attentive when they:
· listen to others.

· face the teacher or speaker.

· can answer appropriately when called upon.

· do not do their homework in class unless asked to do so.

· are nearly always "on the right page."

· rarely need to ask, "Where are we?"

Respect
A person shows respect by:
· listening quietly to the ideas of others.

· waiting to be called upon before speaking.

· asking appropriate questions or making appropriate comments.

· not being critical or rude when disagreeing with another persons ideas.

· showing interest in the ideas of others.

· showing courtesy to everyone at all times.

Disruptive
Disruptive people:
· interrupt others.

· speak out randomly.

· comment on the topic without being called upon.

· interrupt the flow of the class.

· make unrelated jokes.

· pass notes, whisper, or talk to friends.

· clown around.

· make noises, faces, or other gestures that distract others.

· attract attention to themselves at the expense of the class.

Prepared
Prepared people:
· have normal supplies (pencil/pen, paper, ruler, calculator, notebooks, etc) with them every day.

· always have their homework in class on the due date.

· Have homework out and on the table at the beginning of class without being asked.

· use the bathroom between classes if needed and rarely need to go during class..

Volunteer
by raising your hand during class and sharing an appropriate comment, answer, or question.
