[image: image1.wmf]Keep this in your notebook.

Marine Biology
Mrs. Hobbs










[image: image2.wmf]River Hill High School 







   

Dear Students and Parents:

Welcome to Marine Science! Marine Science is a fun and exciting subject that will enhance your knowledge of the oceans and the organisms that inhabit them. The expectations outlined below with help you be successful in this class, so please become familiar with them. 

Please read this communication and the attached Grading Policy/Administrative Details. Your first assignment is to read and become familiar with these policies and return the Expectation/ Policy and Parent Information sheet. I hope these additional suggestions and explanations will help more students succeed in their Marine Science course. 

Goals and Expectations   
Grading Policy 

1. 1. Although the make-up of the grade varies from term to term based on the content, the following gives an approximation: 40%-tests & quizzes, pop quizzes and note book quizzes, 45%- laboratory write-ups and class work, 15%-homework.

2. No letter grades are entered into my grade book.  All grades are numerical. .  

    A= 89.5-100%
B= 79.5-89%
C=69.5-79%
D=59.5-69%
E=59% or lower

3. MAKE-UP Work is the responsibility of the student.  Students have the same number of days to make-up assignments as days they miss. There are no make-up assignments for unexcused absences. 

4. Missed assignments will be kept in the OUT folder in the classroom.  Students will need to get notes from another student in the class. It is the student’s reasonability to check for their missed papers in the OUT folder.
5. Textbooks can stay home, unless students are directed otherwise .

6. The following items may be used in measuring a student's progress  Not all items apply each quarter.

	Teacher-constructed test/County Assessments
	Outside reading assignments

	Homework
	Performance tests on lab work

	Quizzes (announced/unannounced)

	Lab Performance

	Notebook Quizzes (announced/unannounced)
	Lab Reports

	Writing Assignments
	   Daily Class Assignments

	Participation Points
	   Research papers or projects


7. Quality of Work- I expect ALL of your work to be well written in complete sentences and free of grammatical and spelling errors (especially if it is typed). Some lab reports will need to be completed with a word processor program and a spreadsheet program to graph data. Handwritten work will only be accepted if is neat and legible. Handwritten tables and graphs must be made with a ruler and be NEAT.
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Homework, consists of questions or notes from the text book .  However, laboratory write-ups, projects, and studying for tests, which constitute the majority of the grade, must be completed at home.  
Homework will be reviewed in class either the day it is due or when the assignment is returned to students.  Assignments should be placed in the clearly labeled folder at the student station no later than two minutes after class begins.  

No late assignments will be accepted without an excused absence or tardy slip.
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Homework free weekends and breaks will take place during Thanksgiving, Winter and Spring Break. Also, during the weekends of Homecoming and Prom. Two other homework free weekends will be determined by Mrs. Hobbs sometime throughout the school year.

Homework Format

1. Name and section in the upper right hand corner.

2. Date due in the upper left corner.

3. Chapter number and assigned questions on the top line.

4. All answers in ink (Blue or Black), and legible.

5. Questions must appear as statements in the answer. Use complete sentences.

6. Skip one space between each answer and each answer must be properly numbered.

Homework Grading 

· 10 points (generally)- If all directions are followed and the answers checked are correct.  Only one or two answers are checked, but you won't know which ones they are until the papers are graded and passed back. The same questions are graded for all students.

· [image: image5.wmf]-3 points for not following one direction.

      -2 points for not following a second direction.

            -2 points for each wrong answer.

            -5 points if incomplete-not all questions are answered.

· Zero--if not handed in on due date for an unexcused reason.

· Zero-if copied; both the copier and the person who allowed work to be copied.

Tests

The material is tested by chapter or related chapters.  Tests are announced about two weeks in advanced. Tests are applicational and conceptual, not merely recall.  Students must understand the material and examples well to succeed. A study guide will be available to students for each test. 

Projects

There will be several out of class research projects throughout the year, some requiring Internet research.  Some in-class time is provided in these cases. Correct citation is expected whenever an outside source is used (other than the assigned text) in an assignment.  Plagiarism and other violations of Academic Integrity are serious offenses and will be dealt with according to policy published in your Student Handbook.

Classroom Expectations & Policies

1. Regular class attendance is required of all students.  If you have an excused absence on the day of a test was given, you may schedule a make-up test to be taken shortly after you return to school.  If a test, or major project deadline will be missed because of a pre-arranged absence, including a sports event, PRIOR NOTICE must be given and other arrangements made.  Make-up work is the responsibility of each student. When absent students should check their Marine Science Calendar to see what assignments were missed.
Students who are absent from the class more than 5% of the time over the course of the school year may be denied credit in this course.

2. Tardiness is unacceptable. The first tardiness offense will yield a warning. A second offense will yield a detention with me and your parent will be notified. The third offense will be referred to an administrator. You should be prepared to begin the day's lesson the moment instruction begins. This will help to insure that we finish on time. Class will end when the instructor dismisses you, not when the bell rings.  

3. I expect you to follow all rules of River Hill High School, and especially the lab safety guidelines.

4. [image: image6.wmf]All students must keep notes, handouts, problems, assignments, and lab reports in a suitable three-ring notebook.  This will help when studying for exams and quizzes.

Suggested notebooks sections:

	· Objective & Drill(s)
	· Notes/Handouts
	

	· Labs & Homework
	· Quizzes, Study Guides/ Review Sheets
	


5. In the laboratory you are required to use the equipment safely and carefully. Breakage fees will be charged according to the price in the most recent supply catalog.  Every student is also responsible for the cleanup of the lab station he or she was assigned. Your signature on a Howard County safety form is also required. Penalty points will be assessed if the lab station is not cleaned satisfactorily.

6. Missed labs may be made up within 3 school days and by appointment only. Tuesday’s I am unavailable after school due to 9th grade team meetings after-school. No student will be allowed to perform any labs until their Science Safety contract is signed and returned.
7. Your three ring binder and a writing utensil are required to be in class daily.

8. Plagiarism and other violations Academic Integrity are serious offences and will be dealt with according to the policy published in your Student Handbook.
9. You will be working with live and preserved animals in this class. Care must be taken when handing animals, and misbehavior when dealing with them can earn you a zero on the assignment and an office referral.  There may be dissections in this class. Please let me know ASAP if you cannot participate in a dissection.
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Classroom Rules

· The lab safety contract must be adhered to at all times.

· No eating or drinking in classroom. 
· No talking when the instructor is talking.

· No hats, ipods, headphones, cells phones, or other electrical equipment.
· Work handed in individually must be original, showing independent thought, even if it began as a cooperative learning activity.
· Students need to adhere to the Schools Honor Code.

Routines:

Students are to have their notebooks out and begin working as soon as the bell rings. The objective, homework, drill question(s), and things to turn in are posted in the same spot on the board everyday.  They should write the homework in their agenda books at the beginning of class.
Class Website: There is a class web site at http://TeacherWeb.com/MD/RiverHill/Hobbs
Calendars, handouts, study guides, links and rubrics and more are found on this site.
Review Websites used in Marine Science Class: For some of the quizzes and tests there will be review games and practices tests on line at http://www.quia.com/pages/mrshobbs/marinescience  Students need to register for this website. Directions for registering for Quia and the class code can be found on the class’s webpage (TeacherWeb). There will also be some on-line quizzes given during class. Students are responsible for knowing their Username and password.
Class Up-Dates:

Every other week I like to send out a bulk e-mail to all of my Marine Biology parents. If you would like to join this e-mail distribution list please complete the parent information sheet and have your child return it to me.

[image: image8.wmf]
Units: We will cover the following units:

· Life in the Marine Environment

· Fundamentals of Oceanography

· Marine Ecology

· Humans and the Sea
Supplies:

A three ringed binder, notebook paper, and a writing utensil are required to be in class daily. At times, you will need a scientific or graphing calculator.  You may also want to have highlighters, colored pencil, or markers, glue sticks, and a ruler. All work will be kept neatly in your notebook.

Parents

[image: image9.wmf]I sincerely welcome your involvement in the educational process.  I will contact you whenever necessary.  Please do the same; leave a message with the office and I will return your call: 410-313-7120.  My e-mail address is Regina_Hobbs@hcpss.org
Thank You,

 Regina Hobbs

Please return the following items signed by                          .

· Howard County Safety Contract

· Expectation/Grading Policy & Parent Information 
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