Abraham Lincoln
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Born 1809
died 1865

16th President

President from 1861-1865


Abraham Lincoln was born in Kentucky on February 12, 1809.  He grew up in Indiana.  
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Lincoln’s family was very poor.  They  could not buy him books.  They could not send him to school.  So he studied every day after he finished his work on the farm.  He taught himself to read.  Sometimes teachers came to his town and he would go to school for a short time.  
When Lincoln grew up he had many difficult jobs.  He worked hard and saved his money.  He studied law and he became a lawyer.   Then he became a congressman.  Then he became president of the United States in 1861.  
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Abraham Lincoln was the president of the U.S. during the Civil War from 1861 to 1865.  The Civil War was a fight between the north and the south of the United States about slavery.  Slavery means buying and selling people.  Lincoln wrote a government document called the Emancipation Proclamation.  

This document said that all the slaves were free.  Five days after the war ended a man (John Wilkes Booth) shot Lincoln.  After Lincoln died the U.S. congress passed laws that made all slaves free.
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Lincoln’s head was carved on Mt. Rushmore with the heads of 
George Washington, 1st President
1789-1797
Thomas Jefferson, 3rd President
1801-1809
Theodore Roosevelt, 26th President
1901-1909
A picture of Mount Rushmore in South Dakota

Questions





Answers

	Who was the president during the Civil War?
	Abraham Lincoln.

	What was the primary reason for the civil war?
	Slavery.



	What document freed the slaves?
	The Emancipation Proclamation.


