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AP US: Course Syllabus

Overview

(
Description: 
AP US History is a college level survey course that, according to the Advanced Placement Program Course Description, explores major themes in “political institutions and behavior and public policy, social and economic change, diplomacy and international relations, and cultural and intellectual developments” in the US between the contact period and modern times. 

(
Assessment:
The AP US History exam is in May, 2004 and is graded between 1 and 5. Students must take the NYS Regents in June. 

(
Work Load: 
The course is reading and writing intensive. 

Expectations

(
Expectations: Hard work on your part. 

(
Objectives: 
This course will broaden and solidify your knowledge of US History and develop your critical thinking and analytical skills. Your writing ability will also greatly improve by culling the aforementioned knowledge and skills. 

Readings

(
Text: 
Bailey, Thomas A., David Kennedy and Lizabeth Cohen, The American Pageant: A History of the Republic, 11th Edition. 

(
Readings: 

Selected articles/chapters will be assigned throughout the year from; 



Foner, Eric, ed., The New American History. 




Hofstadter, Richard, The American Political Tradition and The Men Who Made It. 




Zinn, Howard, A People's History of the United States, 1492-Present.

Nuts & Bolts

(
Homework: 
One to two times a week, a “Reading & Writing” essay assignment sheet will be handed.

(
Readings: 
Throughout the year, you will be responsible for additional readings (from Foner, Hofstadter, & Zinn) with accompanying thesis response papers, acting as a discussion group leader in AP Labs, a book report, and a major research project. 

(
Grades: 
Grades are based on points earned during each quarter. Tests are 100 points, homeworks are 20 points each. A student can find their average at any time.
(
Appointments:
Extra help and Teacher conferences can be arranged. Contact Mr. Healy at your convenience.  

(
Finally:
This course outline is subject to change.

1st Quarter

UNIT 1: 

Colonialism 

Week 1:


Go over Class Mechanics

Week 2-3:

Bailey and Kennedy, 

Chapter 1, “New World Beginnings, 33,000 BC to 1769 AD” 

Ch. 2, 
“The Planting of English America, 1500-1733” 

Ch. 3, 
“Settling the Northern Colonies, 1619-1700” 


Ch. 4, 
“American Life in the Seventeenth Century, 1607-1692” 

Week 4-6:

Ch. 5, 
“Colonial Society on the Eve of Revolution, 1700-1775” 

Ch. 6, 
“The Duel for North America, 1608-1763” 

Ch. 7, 
“The Road to Revolution, 1763-1775” 


Ch. 8, 
“America Secedes from the Empire, 1775-1783” and ESSAY TEST
UNIT 2: 

New Nation 
Week 7-8: 

Ch. 9, 
“The Confederation and the Constitution” 

Ch. 10, 
“Launching the Ship of State, 1789-1800” 


Ch. 11, 
“The Triumph of Jeffersonian Democracy, 1800-1812” 

Ch. 12 
“The Second War for Independence and the Upsurge of Nationalism, 1812-1824”

Week 9-11:

Ch. 13 
“The Rise of Jacksonian Democracy, 1824-1830”


Ch. 14, 
“Jacksonian Democracy at Flood Tide” 

Ch. 15, 
“Forging the National Economy, 1790-1860”

Ch. 16, 
“The Ferment of Reform and Culture, 1790-1860”

2nd Quarter

UNIT 3: 

Testing The New Nation 
Week 12-13:

Ch. 17, 
“The South and the Slavery Controversy, 1793-1860”

Ch. 18, 
“Manifest Destiny and Its Legacy, 1841-1848” 

Ch. 19, 
“Revewing the Sectional Struggle, 1848-1854”

2nd Quarter (continued)

Week 14-16:

Ch. 20, 
“Drifting Toward Disunion, 1854-1861” 

Ch. 21, 
“Girding for War: The North and the South, 1861-1865”

Ch. 22, 
“The Furnace of Civil War, 1861-1865” 





Ch. 23, 
“The Ordeal of Reconstruction, 1865-1877”

UNIT 4: 

Industial America 
Week 17-18: 
Ch. 24, 
“Politics in the Gilded Age, 1869-1889” 

Ch. 28, 
“Revolt of the Debtor, 1889-1900”

Ch. 27, 
“The Great West and the Agricultural Revolution, 1865-1890” 

Chapters from Webb The Great Plains or Turner, The Frontier in American History

Week 19-20:

Ch. 25, 
“Industry Comes of Age, 1865-1900” 

Ch. 26, 
“America Moves to the City, 1865-1900” 

Ch. 31, 
“Progressivism and the Republican Roosevelt, 1901-1912” 

3rd Quarter

UNIT 5: 

Make Your Own DBQ
Week 21: 

Research Papers Due On Approved DBQ Topics

UNIT 6: 

America Abroad 
Week 22-24: 
Ch. 29, 
“The Path to Empire, 1890-1899” 

Ch. 30, 
“America on the World Stage, 1899-1909”

Ch. 32, 
“Wilsonian Progressivism at Home and Abroad, 1912-1916” 

Ch. 33, 
“The War to End War, 1917-1918” and ESSAY TEST
Week 25-27: 
Ch. 34, 
“American Life in the ‘Roaring Twenties,’ 1919-1929” 

Ch. 35, 
“The Politics of Boom and Bust, 1920-1932”

Ch. 36, 
“The Great Depression and the New Deal, 1933-1938” 

Ch. 37, 
“FDR and the Shadow of War, 1933-1941”



Ch. 38, 
“America in WWII, 1941-1945” 

3rd Quarter (continued)

UNIT 6: 

The Cold War and Civil Rights
Week 28: 

Ch. 39, 
“The Cold War Begins, 1945-1952”

Ch. 40, 
“The Eisenhower Era, 1952-1960” 

Ch. 41, 
“The Stormy Sixties, 1960-1968”

UNIT 7: 

Redefining America, 1968-1996
Week 29:
 
Ch. 42, 
“The Stalemated Seventies, 1968-1980”

Ch. 43, 
“Ronald Reagan and the Conservative Resurgence, 1981-1990”

Ch. 44, 
“The American People Face a New Century” 

AP US History Exam

AP US Exam: 
Not Announced
4th Quarter

UNIT: 


The Constitution
Weeks 30-37: 
The Constitution Review for Regents

Week 38: 

The Supreme Court Review for the Regents

Week 39: 

Review

Regents Exam

Week 40: 

New York State US History and Geography Regents Exam
