The Clarity Act
In response to: 

· the closeness of the 1995 Referendum 
· Supreme Court ruled Quebec could not unilaterally separate

Purpose:

· To outline the conditions under which Ottawa would recognize a vote to separate from Canada (succession)

Key Points to the Act:

· H of C has the power to decide if the question is clear, before the public vote

· Any question that didn’t solely refer to succession, would be considered unclear

· H of C decides whether or not a clear majority has expressed itself in any referendum 

· All provinces and First Nations are to be part of any negotiations if a clear majority vote to separate occurs
· H of C can override a referendum decision if it felt the referendum violated any aspect of the Clarity Act
Significance:

· There is now a clear, legal process to break up Canada

· Separation has been made more difficult

· Some believe if grants the government a veto power over any referendum on sovereignty

