Safety Rules and Regulations – 6th Grade Science

PLEASE SAVE THESE RULES IN YOUR BINDER ALL YEAR

1. Clear your desk and read the directions on the blackboard when you enter the lab.

2. Do not touch equipment or supplies until directions are given.

3. Listen to all instructions given by your teacher, and follow them carefully.

4. Only perform experiments that the teacher has told you to complete.

5. Your behavior and attitude in lab should be excellent, since both your safety and the safety of others depend upon it. There should not be any loud talking or horseplay.  Never run in the lab.  Don’t fiddle with gas jets or water faucets.  Do not stick anything into electrical outlets or gas jets.

6. Wear safety goggles when you:

A. Work with heating device, fire, grinding, cutting, soldering, or chemicals

B. Are instructed to do so by your teacher

7. It is your responsibility to take care of the lab equipment.  Use it only as instructed, and report any damages to your teacher.  Clean and dry your lab area all during the period and at the close of the lab period.  Return all equipment and material to the proper place.

8. If you are in doubt about any procedure, ask your teacher.  Your teacher does not want you to be hurt because you misunderstood the procedure.

9. If your hair is long, it should be tied back to prevent injury.

10. Wash your hands after each lab experiment (investigation).

11. Be very careful when operating electrical equipment:

A. Lab working surfaces, equipment, and your hands should always be dry, never wet.

B. Check all cords and plugs to be sure that they are in good condition.  Report problems to the teacher.

C. Look for exposed or broken wires and insulation that is in poor condition.  Report problems to the teacher.

12. When you are working with an open flame or heating some materials with a hot plate, never leave them unattended.

13. If any corrosive chemical is spilled or splashed on your skin or in your eye, flood your skin or eye with water immediately, then notify your instructor.

14. Whenever you are asked to observe the odor of any chemical, carefully waft the fumes toward your nose.  To do this, wave one of your hands over the top of the container to push the air containing the fumes toward your nose.  Do not inhale any fumes directly; this could be very harmful to your lungs.

15. When heating any solids or liquids in a test tube, keep the tube in constant motion and do not point the mouth of the test tube at anyone.  Always hold the test tube at an angle and heat the sides of the tube as well as the bottom.   If the bottom alone is heated, vapor can be produced at the bottom of the test tube.  This vapor can then press upward on the rest of the contents, causing the entire contents to spurt out.

16. Before using a chemical, carefully read the label on the bottle twice.  Many formulas and chemical names look very much alike, but confusing them could be dangerous.  

17. Each time you enter the lab, immediately check the location of fire extinguishers and other emergency equipment.  Know how to use each piece of equipment.

18. Never taste any chemical in the laboratory.  Not all poisonous materials in the laboratory are labeled with obvious signs.

19. When diluting (weakening) acids, always pour the acid into the water while stirring the contents.  Never pour water into a concentrated acid (because any splash that occurs  will most likely be from the concentrated acid).

20. Be cautious of any glass that may have been recently heated.  Hot glass looks just like cool glass, but it could cause severe burns.

21. Dispose of waste chemicals as instructed by your teacher.  (A few  chemicals are safe to pour down the sink, but many must be disposed of in a different manner – or they will contaminate the water we drink.)  Do not put solids of any kind, especially paper or matches, into the sink – even for a few moments. (They may clog the drain.)  

22. Never enter the storeroom.

23. Report all injuries to your teacher immediately.

24. When you use chemicals, you must be given information about their safe use, disposal, and storage.  This information will come from an MSDS (Material Safety Data Sheet) that the teacher will show you.

