CURRENT EVENT ASSIGNMENT INSTRUCTIONS

· Find an article on the assigned topic in a legitimate newspaper, magazine, scientific journal or internet site.  (Appropriate sources would include The Houston Chronicle, Discover, Scientific American, Time, Newsweek, National Geographic, and many others)  You must select a complete article that identifies the author of the article.  The article should be at least the equivalent of one full page of a magazine length.  Do not use an abstract of an article that you might find on the internet.

· Make a copy of the article or cut out the article itself.

· Mount the article on construction paper or card stock.  At the top of the construction paper or cardstock, place the following information: Title of article, Author, Source of article, and Publish date of article.  (Just writing “the internet” is NOT an acceptable source)

· Write a one paragraph abstract of the article after reading the article.  This abstract is a summary of the article describing important data in the article.

· Write a one to three paragraph commentary of the article.  In this commentary you could state your opinion or impression of the article.  Do you agree with the author?  What was the author’s point of view in writing the article?  How does the article relate to you personally, to your community, etc…?  Your commentary and abstract may be written on the same paper.

· Write a one to three sentence rationale or explanation for your choice of article.  Explain how your article fits the assigned topic of science in the news.

· Mount your abstract, commentary, and rationale on the back side of the construction paper or cardstock.  Be sure to put your name, class, and date at the top of the construction paper or card stock.  See the diagram below for clarification.
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Back side     (neatness/format 5 pts each)
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Date turned in 5 pts














Abstract  15 pts





Commentary  15 pts








Rationale  10 pts





Title 5 pts


Author  5 pts


Source 5 pts


Date published 5 pts














   Paste article here.   15 pts








My due dates:  1st Q ________  2nd Q _________   3rd Q _________  4th Q _________


